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Prez Sez by Fred Long
Wow, it was great to see so many club members make the April
meeting at Whole Hog. Thanks to everyone who made it out. I was a
little worried that we would have poor attendance at our first Covid era
meeting but was very pleasantly surprised. We have an amazing
group of members and you never know when and where you will meet
one, they always offer a helping hand.
I am talking about you Robert Bumpas.
I was really looking
forward to getting Sparky
out on her inaugural
post-engine replacement
run. She took a wonderful
pre-run photo and
appeared eager to get
out and have a little fun.
I was very pleased how
she ran all through
Nick’s Poker Run
and thought she looked
just fabulous.
Unfortunately, she didn’t
make it home but as luck
would have it, broke down
right in front of
Robert Bumpas’ home.
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LBC ownership comes with the unexpected car trouble and if you are
not gifted mechanically you must rely on your friends to help you out
when the not so unexpected happens.

One thing I learned from the experience is to always make sure I have
my breakdown kit in the car I am driving, it did not do me a bit of good
with it in the boot of the B. Of course, Sparky may have been getting
me back for leaving her garaged so much and always opting to drive
the MGB (maybe a little British racing green with envy). Be safe and
I will see you on the road, and hopefully I will still be rolling!
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It was my first encounter with Rob and he was incredibly helpful and
friendly, even getting me safely home. He and Ronnie did everything
they could to get her moving again and we got her parked safely until
Melvin could come rescue her and take her to Ronnie’s car hospital.
A little Scottish magic and she was purring again, now she is back
ready to tackle the next adventure.
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April Minutes by Wilma Newton
As Minnie Pearl used to exclaim, “Howdy! I’m so glad to be here and see ya’ll!”
Our Prez, Fred Long, started our meeting right on time. We had a pretty good crowd to show up. With the
pandemic, it may take till warmer temperatures before the others come out of hibernation. ;)
Fred introduced our newest members, Steve and Connie Zimmer, and their 78 Midget. They went on
the Poker Run and enjoyed themselves so much, they decided to make us permanent.
I brought my son, Michael Polson and his girlfriend, Janet. He is the one I brought home from
Oklahoma, after his stroke. They truly enjoyed themselves and will probably return.
Next in the line-up is the Secretary’s report. I am sorry to say, my minutes were slightly on the skinny
side all the way down to the bare bone. I did thank Lisa Hutcheson for taking the notes at the last get
together. She said that they went over the budget for this year. I promise to do better at the next meeting.
Fred asked me since I had the mic, to talk about Judy’s Treasurer’s Report on the back of the agenda.
I high-stepped through the main numbers, making sure to announce the ending budget was $8, 578.43.
Speaking about money, I know I haven’t paid my dues as of yet. As a reminder, if anyone else still owes
their dues, you need to see Dianna McCullough.
We only had one old business to discuss. Nick Dawson, AH/Mini Marque leader, told us about the
Poker Run, the March event. He said 15 cars showed up for the 44 mile run. The winners;
1st, Brenda and Charlie Collins; 2nd place, Bob Harris; and coming in 3rd was Jim and Dena
Peckham.
New Business; Jim Peckham, our Empire Marque leader, with info on April’s run. Everyone is to meet
at the Valero at exit 114, I-30 on the 11th, by 9:30 am. Departure time for the Garvan Gardens is at 10 am.
They have a cafe’, or you can pre-order a box lunch. Jim said the tulips for sure will be in bloom, as he
was told. For other beautiful blossoms, you will have to wait and see.
The Triumph Marque. Leader, Ron Kew, has planned a jungle of a time at The Little Rock Zoo. May
2nd, Sunday, around 1 pm, look for our LBC’s in the parking lot somewhere. You won’t be able to miss us.
The Zoo Director says it is best when paying for a large group, to give all the monies to one person to pay.
It was designated to give the money to Ron, since he isn’t here.
The Scottish Festival, normally in April, has been moved to October. October’s event is Fayetteville.
And guess what? They are both on the same day, Saturday, 10-9-21. Ronnie McLeod has family obligations to the Scottish festival, in Batesville. So he will lead a group going that direction. Charlie Collins, our
VP, will direct the Fayetteville group although he will be driving the interstate because of trailering his car.
More info will come later as the date gets closer. You can also visit the British Iron’s website.
Ronnie said he has to go to Petite Jean this weekend to prepare for that car show, on Father’s Day
weekend. You will have to sign a waiver and must wear a mask if you enter your car.
Cars and Coffee - Little Rock, April 17th (3rd Saturday every month).
Gary Mackin, MG Marque leader, was unavailable to present the Tech Talk, so Charlie
Collins stepped up to the plate. He told us how his MGB GT’s rear end looked like it was droopin’.
He ordered springs, straps, and such; put his rear end back up like it is supposed to be. While test driving
it, the poor thing drove fine for a minute. Then she started chokin, gagging, coughing, then died. He says
an engine rebuild is in his future.
Birthdays: Deb McCullah, 5th, Danielle Smith, 5th; Charlie Collins,10th; Trish Wright, 11th;
Jim Newton, 21st. Vera said her goof is now a got; she and Ronnie got an Anniversary on April 5th.
Fred Long told us the story of how he got to meet Mr. Bumpas.
I got to hear my SixBits roar to life last night. Boy! Does she sound good. On April 5th, I got a second
great-grandson born, Jackson is his name. Today, the 6th, I got my letter of resignation turned in to the
Dermott Public School System. That makes it official.
We didn’t have that many name tags turned in for the door prize. Brock Moss won a $25 Mastercard.
Congratulations.

BMCA is pleased to welcome New Members:
Shaun Everest owner of a 66 Spitfire
And
Steve Zimmer and Connie, owners of a 78 MG Midget Mark IV

Triumph Marque by Chris Cooper

Hello everyone!
Even if a car doesn't succeed, it can
lay the blueprint for something else.
In the late 1950's, Bernard Rodger
and company developed a
four-seater sportscar called the
Peerless GT.
The car, which began life
under the name Warwick,
made it's debut in 1957.
It sported several Triumph parts,
including a TR3 engine
and gearbox.
Road and Track magazine
noted that, although the Peerless
had the "same engine noises and
exhaust notes" as the TR3,
it was definitely a distinctive car
in it's own right, saying that
it performed just as well as
the Triumph at speeds up to
70 mph, and slightly better from
70 - 90 mph.
Although the Peerless ceased
production in 1960,
when Rodger filed for bankruptcy,
it served as the inspiration
for the Warwick GT,
produced from 1960 to 1962,
and a Warwick with a
Buick aluminum V8 engine,
produced until 1964,
all cars that would
not have been possible,
but for the quality of
the Triumph product.

AH/ Mini Marque

by Nick Dawson

THE MINI CLUBMAN THROUGH THE YEARS
The Mini Clubman was first conceived in 1969 as a replacement for the Wolsely and Riley
upmarket variants of the Classic 1959 Mini. It featured a longer, squarer nose and better interior quality
than its older sister and in 1972 the 1275 GT model and Clubman Estate replaced the
Mini Cooper S model and Mini Traveler respectively.
Although safer, had
better engine access and
was better equipped than
the Classic Mini, it was
more expensive to
produce and sell and has
worse fuel consumption
as it was less aerodynamic. As a result sales
were fewer than
expected and it was replaced by a completely new design, the Mini Metro, in 1980, after 583,000 had
been produced. The Classic Mini remained on sale until 2000, when it too was replaced. There was no
Clubman in the new MINI model range until 2007 when an entirely new model, with the signature twin
opening “barn doors” of the previous Mini Traveler was introduced.

The new “first generation” MINI Clubman was sold between 2007 and 2014 and was distinguished by
its single rear “suicide” door on the passenger side (USA models). It did not sell well in the UK,
MINI’s largest market, because the rear door opened into traffic, cars driving on the left there of course.
So in 2015 the Clubman was redesigned to be larger to accommodate three adults in the rear, with two
larger rear side passenger doors and a more upmarket interior than other contemporary MINIs.
It is still on sale in this design and still with its rear “barn doors”.

Membership dues were due January 2021
If you renew yearly, send your payment to Dianna McCullough,
3 Park Drive, Bryant, AR 72022
If you are a 3 for 2 member, and you are not sure when your 3 years are up,
Call Dianna and she can help you with that. 501– 909-2611

(If you do not renew, you will no longer get the BMCA newsletter)

Mike always sent his articles to me a month in advance.
He actually wrote this in early March.
I also have a TechTalk from him that I will post next
month. May he RIP. …..your editor, Brenda Collins

MG Marque

by Mike Salzman

The MG Tractor
MG produced a tractor from 1948 to 1964. They
made two different models. A four wheel (M4) and
a three-wheel version (M3) used for row crops.
A Morris 4-cylinder side valve engine powered the
original tractors models. Later models used BMC
diesel engines.
Actually Morris Motors produced a tractor called the
Nuffield Universal not MG. The name came from
William Richard Morris being ennobled as the 1st
Viscount of Nuffield in 1938. Nuffield was a village
in Oxfordshire where he lived. His business experience started at the age of 15 as a bicycle seller
and repairer. At 16 he started his own bicycle
business in his parents garage when his employer
refused him a pay increase. He started working
on motorcycles in 1901 and produced a motorcycle
called the Morris Motor Cycle. William then started
selling and repairing cars and later owned a car
dealership called the Oxford Motor Garage which
he later changed the name to The Morris Garage.
In 1912 he designed a car called the “bullnose”
using bought-in components that included engines
and axles from the US.
Most of William Morris’ success was due to his
ability to acquire car companies that were failing,
manufacturing companies of motorcar parts, and
joint ventures with other companies to supply parts
for his car production. William Morris was the
English equivalent to Henry Ford. He was the first
car producer in England to use the assembly line.
William Morris died August 22 1963.
To me this article feels a little like an April Fools
joke. I ran across this information on an Internet
search. I had never heard of this tractor.
Cheers and Safety Fast - Mike

Empire Marque

by Jim Peckham

Don Healey Strikes Again Jim Clark came to my rescue again on this well researched article on another
Little British Car that didn't quite make it into the modern era. Thanks again Jim for all your help.

The Jensen Healey Story
When the British Motor Company (BMC) decided to discontinue building the Austin-Healey 3000 in
1967, Donald Healey was not ready to get completely out of the car business. He was anxious to build
another sports car with his name attached. The Jensen Healey was the result of a collaboration between
Kjell (pronounced Shell) Qvale and Donald Healey.
Kjell Qvale was a very successful business man who owned a California-based import car distribution
network. In the late 1960’s, the Jensen Motor Company was in bankruptcy so Mr. Qvale bought 80% of
the company to ensure production of this new car.
The car used a newly developed Lotus twin cam 16valve 4 cylinder engine that produced 140 BHP. The transmission was a Chrysler four speed unit from the Sunbeam
Rapier. The suspension was from Vauxhall. So, as you can
see, parts and components from several different manufacturers were placed into service all surrounded by a sporty
two seat body produced by Jensen.
The MK1 Jensen Healey was produced in 1972 and
1973 at a volume of 3,356. The MK2 version incorporating a
number of changes was produced in 1974 and 1975 at a
volume of 6,438.
By all measures this car should have been a resounding success. It had the Healey name on the car
and a Lotus engine under the bonnet. So, what happened? The new Lotus twin cam engine turned out to
be both a blessing and a curse. A blessing because this all aluminum power plant was dynamic and innovative for the time. A curse because the first production year cars had severe problems with rubber timing
belts breaking and killing the engine. There were numerous oil leaks that exceeded those normally experienced with British cars (i.e. really bad oil leaks). The Dellorto carburetors were unable to withstand gravity
pressure when the car was parked on a hill. The result was gasoline being dumped into the oil and numerous bearing failures resulted. Stromberg carburetor equipped cars had a tendency for some internal plastic parts to break and gasoline would overflow the unit. This resulted in the gas being deposited on a hot
exhaust manifold and many disastrous car fires. All of this resulted in numerous warranty claims, unhappy
customers and a significant drop in profitability. The damage was done. Potential customers were made
aware of the problems through the media, word of mouth, automotive magazines, car club discussions
and sales dropped off significantly.
The MK2 version of the car addressed many of the initial complaints. The timing belt was strengthened, oil leaks (mostly) resolved and a Getrag five speed transmission installed in the final 700 cars for
better drivability. But it was too late to save the long term future of the car and the company. In 1975, with
over 1,000 unsold Jensen Healey’s in stock, Qvale decided that the Jensen Company was insolvent and
ended production of the car.
Today, the surviving Jensen Healey’s are starting to gain the respect they so deserve. The cars are a
joy to drive. Most, if not all, of the initial problems have been resolved and solutions found to the reliability
issues. If you can find a nice example, go for it. You will have a rare part of British automotive history and
a car that provides a classic and unique driving experience. (Pictures are of Garry Jeffries’ car)

Winners of the Poker Rally
Brenda and Charlie Collins,
1st place with 2 pairs
Bob Harris, 2nd place with 2 Kings
Jim and Dena Peckham
3rd place with 2 Jacks

2021 Calendar of BMCA and Regional Events
April 6………..Monthly Meeting, Whole Hog Café (5309 Highway 5 North Bryant, Arkansas 72022)
May 2………..TR Event (see details below)
May 4…...…...Monthly Meeting, Whole Hog Café (5309 Highway 5 North Bryant, Arkansas 72022)
June 1………..Monthly Meeting Whole Hog Café (5309 Highway 5 North Bryant, Arkansas 72022)
Little Rock Cars and Coffee, 3rd Saturday of every month, 8 am to 11 am
Hot Springs Cars and Coffee, 4th Saturday of every month 8 am to 11 am

TR Event for Sunday, May 2, 2021
Meet at the Zoo around 12:30 pm
1 Zoo Drive, Little Rock 72205
Zoo phone # 501 661-7200
We plan to meet in the LR Zoo parking lot, near the Otter Statue.
Normal Admission fee = $12.95/adult over 60 = $2 discount Parking $3/vehicle
We have a reservation for 17 people so far (those that signed up at club mtg April 6th)
We get a group rate of $6/person for those in our group who we reserved a spot for.
For the group rate we all have to go in together
and one person pay for all of the group including parking.
If you want to be included in the group and didn't sign up at the meeting,
then send email to ronkew@yahoo.com by Thursday April 15th.
Currently they are limiting entry to 350 people in the zoo at a time.
They will alot the number of spots we have reserved,
if we have more than that entrance will depend on whether they are at max at that time or not.

We plan to go in at 1 PM.
Those going in with our group,
please bring cash for your entrance fee and parking.

Our Deepest Sympathy
to
BMCA member, Wayne Richie
for the
Recent loss of his wife to cancer.
BMCA Associate Member
Amy Richie
May 19, 1968 March 15, 2021

Our Deepest Sympathy
To
Marsha Salzman and family
for the
Recent loss of her husband
to Covid 19
BMCA MG Marque Leader
Mike Salzman
August 6, 1946 March 29, 2021
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