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Prez Sez by Fred Long
Zoom, Zoom not a Little British Car
I have always been a huge fan of Jaguar but never envisioned having
one in my garage. Jeanie was always a little apprehensive to have
me teach her to drive her little A/H Sprite, I think that has more to do
with me than her though! She decided that she would drive a convertible Jaguar though (who wouldn’t?) so the hunt was on.
After finding just the right car and a nightmarishly delayed delivery,
after a wheel and hub were damaged at the tire shop, Jeanie got to
take her first drive (alone) and she was in heaven. It was definitely
worth the delay as it is an incredible car and really fits her to a T. This
is the first high-performance sports car we have owned and with almost 300 more horsepower than my B it seems like a rocket ship in
comparison. As the summer heats up I know Jeanie will appreciate
the air-conditioning (and booty air) and I hope to see her out in it often.
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Jeanie Long heading out on her first drive in her “new”
2011 Jaguar XK 5.0 liter

Top down and at home
in the garage,
unfortunately my MGB
has lost its space and
is relegated to
the driveway with a car
cover now. Of course,
it could mean it is time for
a car barn…
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Be safe and I will see you
on the road!
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BMCA Meetings have resumed for 2021
Assuming everyone has had the Covid vaccine by now and
you feel safe with a room full of people
Monthly Meetings will be at the Whole Hog Café in Bryant
(5309 Hwy 5 North Bryant AR 72022 )
Meeting starts at 7 pm, come earlier if you want to eat before meeting starts.

AH/ Mini Marque

by Nick Dawson

A FIFTY-FOUR YEAR HEALEY STORY (PART TWO)
(continued from May 2021)…….
Jim Clark’s 1967 Austin Healey 3000 Mk III was literally a wreck. A part of his life since its first
owner bought it and gave 16 year old Jim rides to work in it, the car had been extensively damaged in a
rear-end collision. What to do? Luckily, the car was insured with Hagerty Classic Car Insurance so Jim
told them that he wanted Paul Tsikuris, in Florida to undertake the repairs. That company had done a
restoration on the Healey in 2002-2003 when it had 90,000 miles on the odometer. They agreed to bring
it back once again to its former glory and so the car was shipped down to Tsikuris Classics where the car
was remembered from fifteen years before. What followed was a year of replacing body panels (including
the boot lid, rear fender and rear shroud), rear electrics, fuel tank and other parts and, because fifteen-year
-old paint is hard to match exactly, a complete repaint of the car. Some parts, such as the rear shroud for
a BJ8 car had to be sourced in the UK because they were unavailable in the USA. Only two new Heritage
quality ones were available so Tsikuris bought both. The second “restoration” was as painstaking as the
first and the result was that in October 2019, a year after the accident, the Healey was ready to be driven
and displayed in all its glory again. In fact, Jim and Jane took the Healey to a British car show while
picking it up in Florida and took home a 3rd place trophy!
But that is not the end of the story. The repair/2nd restoration cost over $40,000 in insurance claims but
Jim decided to also have a new clutch installed, an extensive engine overhaul (cam and lifters, water
pump, carburetors) and the addition of air conditioning. A/C was an option on these later Healey 3000’s
but Tsikuris Classics had fitted a more modern system to a few Florida Healeys in the past and this car
has one of these systems which includes a new, bigger radiator. The A/C system is so well done that it
does not distract from the cars originality and looks. The car is breathtakingly beautiful and according to
Jim runs superbly too. It is a piece of Jim’s personal history and spans a large part of his life. He says it
would be the last car he would “let go” from his extensive auto collection. I believe him.

When you see him driving
the car, take a moment
to reflect on its
unique history
and
its proud place
in BMCA
motoring lore.

Empire Marque

by Jim Peckham

The Mighty Morris Minor
The Morris Minor cars always fascinated me. They are odd but in a good way. I never owned one but
there many examples at Ronnies in various states of repair or not !? Ron Kew has a Woody Traveler
and a pickup truck that are drivers that have been on runs with the club. Ronnie has had a pretty blue
convertible in his shop being worked on for a while. I wish the owner had joined us cause the car was
really cute. Ronnie also sold the project car that stayed out front at his shop for years. I've always wondered where it is now and if the new owner ever finished fixing it. What follows is the first bit of an interesting Wikipedia article on the complete history of the Morris. The most interesting parts to me are the
references to Alec Issigonis the engineer that helped in the design as a junior engineer. Its fascinating
to read about the beginnings of Sir Alec Issigonis, the mastermind behind the world’s first transverse
mounted motor in the Mini Cooper and his first entry into the automotive industry. Also how and why
the Morris couldn't continue in production. It seems on reading the history that Volkswagon just flat out
produced them and had a better distributor and service network on a global scale. The article ends with
an encouraging note that there are still many Morris cars on the road and are supported by various
groups around the world.
The Morris Minor is a British car that made its debut at the Earls Court Motor Show, London, on 20
September 1948. Designed under the leadership of Alec Issigonis, more than 1.6 million were manufactured between 1948 and 1972 in three series: the MM (1948 to 1953), the Series II (1952 to 1956), and
the 1000 series (1956 to 1971).
Initially available as a two-door saloon and tourer (convertible), the range was expanded to include a
four-door saloon in 1950, a wood-framed estate car (the Traveller) from October 1953 and panel van
and pick-up truck variants from May 1953. It was the first British car to sell over a million units and is
considered a classic example of automotive design, as well as typifying "Englishness".
The Minor was conceived in 1941. Although the Nuffield Organization was heavily involved in war work
and a governmental ban existed on civilian car production, Morris Motors' vice chairman, Miles Thomas,
wanted to prepare the ground for new products to be launched as soon as the war was over. Vic Oak,
the company's chief engineer, had already brought to Thomas' attention a promising junior engineer,
Alec Issigonis, who had been employed at Morris since 1935 and specialized in suspension design,
but he had frequently impressed Oak with his advanced ideas about car design in general. Issigonis
had come to Oak's particular attention with his work on the new Morris Ten, which was in development
during 1936/7. This was the first Morris to use unitary construction and was conceived with independent
front suspension. Issigonis designed a coil-sprung wishbone system, which was later dropped on cost
grounds. Although the design was later used on the MG Y-type and many other postwar MGs, the Morris
Ten entered production with a front beam axle. Despite his brief being to focus on the Ten's suspension,
Issigonis had also drawn up a rack and pinion steering system for the car. Like his suspension design,
this was not adopted, but resurfaced in the postwar years on the MG Y-type. These ideas showed that
he was the perfect candidate to lead the design work on a new advanced small car.

MG Marque by Gary Mackin
How I got hooked on LBC's
"Nice car!"
"Awesome car!"
"(I/my brother/my dad) had one in the (50's/60's/70's)"
I think it's safe to say that while driving our LBC's we've heard the comments, and, to be honest,
they're nice to hear.
My introduction to the British car was a little unorthodox. In about 1961, my father was assigned
to be the lead art director for the Austin Mini advertising campaign. To get the feel for the car,
they supplied him with a new car which they left in front of his office on Madison Avenue in the
middle of New York City.
My dad was not a car guy, and was a fairly large man, so when he finally squeezed into the car,
he realized his feet were so big, he couldn't depress the brake pedal without hitting the accelerator or clutch pedal at the same time.
He did finally get it home to Huntington (about a 45 mile drive) in 2 1/2 hours!
My mom, at 5 feet tall, saw it and fell in love. She spent the next 2 weeks driving the four of us
kids all over Long Island.
My dad hated the little thing and refused to buy her one.
My first car was not an LBC. I waited for a year after getting my license before laying out
$175.00 for a 1957 MGA roadster. All it needed were seats and an exorcism of some electrical
demons. Lawn chairs and a battery cable and I was truly hooked.
I've owned 26 LBC's (plus 2 BBC's, a Bentley and a Jag Mark IX) in the years since,
And for my mom's 60th birthday, I bought her the mini in the photo below.
(That's NOT mom, but my daughter, Rocki)

How did you get hooked?

Triumph Marque by Chris Cooper
Hello Every One
I stop and give some Honor
To the First Triumph that stared it All.
The Triumph 10/20 was a car manufactured from
1923 to 1926 by the Triumph Motor Company. It
was the first Triumph automobile and was named
the 10/20 for the Royal Automobile Club's taxation
class of 10 horsepower rating and its actual output
of 20 brake horsepower. The design was principally
by Arthur Alderson assisted by Alan Lea and Arthur
Sykes who were employed by Lea-Francis, to
whom Triumph paid a royalty on every car made. It
was powered by a 1,393 cc (1.4L) 4-cylinder sidevalve engine designed by Harry Ricardo and fitted
with a single updraught Zenith carburettor.

The engine produced 23.5 brake horsepower (17.5 kW) at 3000 rpm, giving the
car a top speed of 52 mph (84 km/h) and
economy of 40 miles per imperial gallon
(7.1 L/100 km; 33 mpg‑US). The fourspeed gearbox was mounted centrally
and coupled to the engine by a
short drive shaft.
Thanks to This Car that started it All
Take Care And God Bless
Chris Cooper
(Source Wikipedia)

Saturday June 12th will be “place the flags” day at Petit Jean.
Everyone that wants to help should be there by between 8 & 8:30 am.

Petit Jean Car Show

June 19th
For those wanting to drive up as a group, we will meet at Ron McLeods at 8:00 AM on the 19th
and leave for Petit Jean at 8:30
We are supposed to be on the show field by 10:30

2021 Calendar of BMCA and Regional Events
June 12……...Place the Flags Day at Petit Jean
June 19……...Petit Jean Car Show (https://www.motaa.com/basic-01) (details on previous page)
June 27……...MG Event, Rail Road Museum, Pine Bluff (details below)
July 6…………..BMCA Monthly Meeting
July 24……....AH/Mini Event, Lake Nimrod (http://nimrod.lakesonline.com/ ) (details below)
Aug 3………...BMCA Monthly Meeting
Little Rock Cars and Coffee, 3rd Saturday of every month, 8 am to 11 am
Hot Springs Cars and Coffee, 4th Saturday of every month 8 am to 11 am

Arkansas Railroad Museum Rally
Sunday, June 27
We will meet at The Dixon Road Exit in the Subway parking lot off I-530
at 11:00 and leave for the museum at 11:30
We will be taking hwy 365 to Pine Bluff.
The museum is normally closed on Sundays,
but will open at 1:00 for our group,
there is no admission fee to the railroad museum,
but they accept donations.

https://www.arkansasrailroadmuseum.org/
Official Home of the Arkansas Railroad Museum

AUSTIN HEALEY/MINI MARQUE EVENT

Saturday JULY 24, 2021

Drive to, and picnic at, Carden Point Park Recreation Area on Nimrod Lake

Our drive to Carden Point last summer was so popular that we are repeating it again this July!
The club has reserved the picnic shelter at Carden Point Park Recreation Area,
on the north shore of Nimrod Lake, for the whole day.
We will meet at the Walmart on Highway 10 at 9 a.m. and leave for the 53 mile drive at 9:30 a.m.
Driving on Hwy 10 to Perryville we will take Hwy 60 from there to Nimrod Lake.
The recreation area has potable water, electric hookups, BBQ grilles,
“proper” restrooms, a swimming beach, horseshoe pit, a playground,
picnic tables under the picnic shelter and ample parking.
Stay as long or short as you want, we have the shelter until 8 p.m.
Bring your own food and BMCA will provide the soft drinks; sorry, no alcohol allowed at the park.
Use the grille if you want to and let’s have a great day out!
Call me if you have any questions:
Nick Dawson (501) 442-2005

BMCA
Newsletter Editor
723 Kirby Rd.
Little Rock, AR. 72211

