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Prez Sez by Fred Long

Pres…….….Fred Long
501-944-4686

It’s Driving Season – Let’s GO!!!
As summer has arrived in all of its hot glory there are more and more opportunities to get out and drive our cars. In addition to our monthly marque
runs there are plenty of options for taking your LBCs out to see and be seen.
It looks like every weekend there is an option for a Cars & Coffee. It wouldn’t take too much effort for us to pull off some British Invasions and make an
extra little run or two in the month. All of these events have Facebook pages
so it is pretty easy to find out the details. Interestingly, most of these have
sponsored breakfasts except, of course, Little Rock.

VicePres..Charlie Collins
Treas …....Judy Ross
501-888-3396
Sec….....Wilma Newton
870-723-1964

Marque Leaders

1st Saturday – Conway Cars & Coffee
2nd Saturday – Cabot Cars & Coffee
3rd Saturday – Little Rock Cars & Coffee
4th Saturday – Maumelle Cars & Coffee
Last Satuday – Hot Springs Cars & Coffee

Empire...Jim Peckham
501) 539-3306

I just recently found out about the Maumelle Cars & Coffee and it turns out
their first anniversary is coming up this month, however, it coincides with
Nick’s scheduled club run to Lake Nimrod. Not sure if I will be back from
Florida in time to make that run, same thing happened to me last time Nick
led a run there. It will be hard to talk Jeanie out of a day at the beach to get
back in time.

TR……Chris Cooper
501) 617-4696
Ron Kew
501) 815-3459

I did make it a point to drive all my cars this last week so that was a win.
Elsa, my new-to-me 2017 Mini Clubman S, made her first outing to the club
meeting and now I see why so many members have a modern Mini – they
are truly a lot of fun to drive. This also gives me a reason to make it to Minis
in the Ozarks this
October and take a
few of the many
available runs and let
Jeanie enjoy a day or
2 of shopping the
eclectic shops of
Eureka Springs.
Stay safe and I will
see you on the road!
Fred

AH/Mini…Nick Dawson
501) 221-9118

MG….. Gary Mackin
870-941-0149

Newsletter Editor
Brenda Collins
501-225-5162
hessdorf@aol.com

Historian
Vera McLeod
501-851-2640

Membership
Dianna McCullough
501-909-2611

I was very pleased to hear when I watched the Miss Arkansas Pageant
that the 3rd Runner Up
received a $6000 Scholarship in memory of June Felix.
Brenda Collins

MARQUE RESPONSIBILITIES
July Event….AH/ Mini
TechTalk..TR

Aug..Event..Empire
TechTalk...MG

Sept Event...TR
TechTalk..AH/Mini

WebMaster
Brian Wright
847) 691-8236
Webster@bmca.club

www.bmca.club

July Minutes by Wilma Newton
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MG Marque by Charlie Collins
My 1950 MG YA Saloon
I fell for the YA Saloon just over a decade ago. I had seen a few of them while
on a trip to England in the early 1990s.
We stumbled onto a large MG show in Silverstone and what a show it was. I had
kept my eyes and ears out for one and I
was especially wanting a 1950 version.
Why?? It is my birth year.
Incredibly, I learned there was one
available right in Arkansas. As it turned
out, Doug Schrantz
a member of the British Irons Club in
Northwest Arkansas had one that he was
wanting to sell. Right after I retired and I
would not be globe hopping any longer, I
reach out to Doug and asked to see car.
We connected on the date and ultimately
in October 2018, I had the car on a trailer driving back to Little Rock.
My initial thought was to fix the paint that was peeling away in some of the body panels, perform
some maintenance and drive the car. After getting the car home and unloaded, I started reviewing the
information and looking at older
pictures of the car, I changed my
mind. I simply had too much history on the car, including the original sale registration book. The
registration book had the initial
details of the car “purchased in
July 1950” and every owner up
until the time the car was shipped
to the west coast. I have communications from the person selling
the car in England and the shipping documents to the person
buying the car in California.
Con’t on next page

Con’t from previous page

The car came over in the early 1980’s. Some restoration had begun in England then further restoration and paint seems to have been completed in California. The color had been changed from the factory paint, Duo Green, to the red and black that was on the car when I bought it. Here are a couple of
shots of the car before it was shipped to the US.
Although I didn’t have the
original factory license
plate, I do have a reproduction with the correct
number placed on the front
of the car. Note the fender
mirrors and lights on the
frontal view. Those were
not original and are gone.
I had to cut a 6 inch square
out of one of the front fender to repair the damage
where the mirror had been.
Welded in a new panel and
it looks pretty good.
My decision to restore the YA firmed up in November 2018 and by December, I was breaking
down the car. As one can imagine there were 60+ years of grime on the chassis, frame, rear axle along
with some lower panel rust that had to be dealt with. I removed the body from the frame, then took the
frame to have it sandblasted and powder coated. In the end, I had most all of the drive train blasted and
powder coated.
I took off all the paint to bare metal inside and out. I replaced the boot lid skin and I had to cut off
and replace all the lower door panels, inside and out. That was a bit nerve wracking for me as a novice!
I covered the bare metal with epoxy primer to completely seal it. Then I went to work on all the panels to
get them as smooth and aligned as possible. Once all that was completed, I sprayed a good sealer primer over all the outside panels. After a good wet sanding with very fine sandpaper, it’s time to paint. I
had sprayed the bottom and inside of the coach with a urethane under-coating paint that was colored the
same as the body. This will give it durability with less chance of chipping.
The color I chose was made from the wording on the registration card “Duo Green”. To me that
meant a two-tone green. After checking the Y registration folks in England, I could not get a clear answer on their interpretation of the color either, so I further researched and decided to use the combination on the car. It’s actually named Elizabeth Grey, but it’s a soft sage green and the darker color on the
fenders is British Racing Green which I had darkened just a bit. With the help of Charles Hutchison, we
fabricated a paint booth in my car barn and that is where the car was painted.
The interior panels were replaced along with the headliner etc. The dash was replaced, and all
gauges rebuilt. I put a new front glass with a light tint. While I had some pieces rechromed, the grill and
head lamp buckets were in good shape. I just cleaned them, replaced the inner parts and polished them
up. While there’s much more to the story, the end product turned out very good.
Maybe not
perfect, but not
bad.
I completed
most of the
restoration in
about 2 years.
I felt pretty good
about the timeline!

AH/ Mini Marque

by Nick Dawson

THE FIRST MINI
I have mentioned the British Motor Heritage Museum, at Gaydon, England in past articles.
Some of the first production examples of Britain’s most iconic cars can be viewed there in all
their glory. One of these is the first production Mini built in 1959.

Designed by Sir Alec Issigonis, the original mini was built by the British Motor Corporation
as two separate models, the Austin Seven (later changed to the Austin Mini in 1962) and the
Morris Mini Minor. The British Motor Heritage Museum has chassis 101, a Morris Mini Minor.
Conceived as the ultimate economy car the original design was to include a 948cc engine
capable of propelling the car at 90 mph. This was deemed too fast for an economy car so the
engine was reduced in size to 848cc and 70 mph! The subsequent Mini Cooper and Cooper S
remedied this but that is a different story. In an effort to maximize the Mini’s utility and space the
engine was placed transversely in the engine compartment and had the transmission integrated
with it and sharing the same oil which is still very unusual up until the present day. The radiator
was also placed transversely on the left-hand side of the engine to save frontal space which
was not really a great idea as rainwater could, and did, get blown through the grill onto the
exposed ignition system and cause the car to misfire and stall. I remember many a time having
this problem on my first Mini until a fix was suggested by my dad – a plastic bag taped over the
distributor cap and points! The result of all this space saving was that 80% of the Mini’s volume
was reserved for passenger and luggage space, resulting in a car that was only 10 feet long but
capable of carrying four passengers (and a tiny bit of luggage). The painted grill of this first Mini
was soon replaced by the chrome grills seen on almost all Minis.

The original Mini has been voted as the second most influential car in automotive history,
after the Model T Ford, and after being initially built at the Longbridge, Birmingham (Austin)
and Cowley, Oxford (Morris) plants in England the Mini was subsequently also built, from
scratch or from totally knocked down (TKD) kits, in Chile, Malta, Portugal, South Africa,
Uruguay, Venezuela and Yugoslavia. Built from 1959 until 2000 the original Mini is also one
of the most long-lived designs of any automobile.

Triumph Marque by Ron Kew
Triumph Stag
50 Year Annivesary
2021 Marks the 50th anniversary for the
Triumph Stag in the US. Although the
Stag was produced from 1970 to 1977,
they were only sold in the US from 71 to
73. The Stag was a nice looking car,
but it suffered early on due to problems
owners experienced with overheating
and more serious engine failures. Over
time, many of those that still remain have
since had upgrades to make them more
reliable.
Here are some recommendations from
the Vintage Triumph Register if you find
a Stag you are considering purchasing:
The key problem with the Stag is its cooling system. To test it, you should let any potential purchase idle
for 15 minutes (preferably on a hot day) while keeping an eye on the temperature gauge. Check that the
radiator is as hot at the bottom as it is at the top. If it’s not, there may be problems with coolant circulation and expensive damage may have already been done. In addition, check that the thermostat (in the
intake manifold) hasn’t been removed to mask some chronic cooling problem, and make sure that the oil
pressure light is connected. If not, leave well enough alone. An overheating Stag will eventually end up
with a warped head.

Road Trips in Vintage British Cars
This week, someone forwarded to me a copy of a writeup from the tour some members of the Texas Triumph Register took in May from Houston to the finger lakes of New York. Apparently, they have been
scheduling and taking a long trip somewhere every year for many years. I am impressed when I learn of
people doing something like that. This group planned and executed a trip scheduled to go from May 4th
to 19th for 4200 miles. These weren’t relatively new cars, they were Triumphs built in the 60’s and 70’s.
If you are like me, you may have bought an older British car and thought early on, “Someday, I’d like to
drive this all the way to ____ (fill in the blank). But mostly those thoughts go by the wayside and for
most classic cars, the cars never go on a drive that lasts more than a day. Those cars that are owned
by people in clubs like the BMCA are actually some of the more active cars because we have a lot of
members that join in on the monthly activities. But what a leap from what we do to what those brave
adventurers do yearly with the Texas Triumph Register group of Houston.
Many of us have met Joe Bisanz and Orrin McGill of the Minnesota Triumphs. We know them because
they have driven their Triumphs through Arkansas on numerous occasions. Sometimes to come to an
event here and others just because they were going on a longer trip and we weren’t too far out of the
way.
Maybe one of the perks of owning an old classic car is getting to daydream about taking it on a long tour
someday with lots of enjoyable stops along the way. It turns out that a few people aren’t just daydreaming about it, they are actually doing it.

Happy Motoring,
Ron

Empire Marque

by Jim Peckham

The Nash-Healey

The Nash-Healey is a two-seat luxury sports car or gran turismo produced between 1951 and
1954 and marketed by the automaker Nash-Kelvinator as a halo vehicle to promote sales of the
other Nash models in North America. A mating of the upscale Nash Ambassador drivetrain and
a handmade European chassis and body, it was the first sports car introduced in the U.S. by a
major automaker since the Great Depression. It was the product of the partnership between
Nash-Kelvinator and British automaker Donald Healey. Only a year after introduction the car
received some styling tweaks by Pinin Farina and subassembly began in Italy.
A racing version, built with a spartan aluminum body, finished third in the 1952 Le Mans 24-hour
race.
1951 Nash-Healey
Donald Healey and Nash-Kelvinator CEO George W. Mason met on the RMS Queen Elizabeth,
an ocean liner going from the United States to Great Britain. Healey was returning to England
after a failed attempt to purchase engines from General Motors' luxury Cadillac division. His
objective was to expand production of the Healey Silverstone that race car driver Briggs
Cunningham had customized with Cadillac's new 1949 overhead-valve V8 engine. Mason and
Healey met over dinner and a production plan ensued during the remainder of the voyage. The
two became friends because they were both interested in photography. Mason had a stereo
(3-D) camera that intrigued Healey. The 1951 Nash-Healey was the first post-war sports car
from a major American automaker, two years ahead of the Chevrolet Corvette. The custom-built
Kurtis-Kraft which predated it never reached "production car" status, with only 18 units being
built.
This is a very short history Wikipedia has six or eight pages of even more interesting stuff.
With Healey magic on the motors they ran very respectfully at LeMans for 3 years, even though
they produced them for 5 years.It is interesting reading about just how varied a career Donald
Healey had, and his influence on British auto manufacturing and racing.
Yers Truly,

Jim and Dena Peckham

MG Rally
June 27, 2021

2021 Calendar of BMCA and Regional Events
July 24……....AH/Mini Event, Lake Nimrod (http://nimrod.lakesonline.com/ ) (details below)
Aug 3………...BMCA Monthly Meeting

Aug………...Empire Event
Sept 7……...BMCA Monthly Meeting
Sept……… TR Event
Oct……………..MG Event

Little Rock Cars and Coffee, 3rd Saturday of every month, 8 am to 11 am
Hot Springs Cars and Coffee, 4th Saturday of every month 8 am to 11 am

AUSTIN HEALEY/MINI MARQUE EVENT
Saturday JULY 24, 2021
Drive to, and picnic at, Carden Point Park Recreation Area on Nimrod Lake
Our drive to Carden Point last summer was so popular that we are repeating it again this July!
The club has reserved the picnic shelter at Carden Point Park Recreation Area,
on the north shore of Nimrod Lake, for the whole day.
We will meet at the Walmart on Highway 10 at 9 a.m. and leave for the 53 mile drive at 9:30 a.m.
Driving on Hwy 10 to Perryville we will take Hwy 60 from there to Nimrod Lake.
The recreation area has potable water, electric hookups, BBQ grilles,
“proper” restrooms, a swimming beach, horseshoe pit, a playground,
picnic tables under the picnic shelter and ample parking.
Stay as long or short as you want, we have the shelter until 8 p.m.
Bring your own food and BMCA will provide the soft drinks; sorry, no alcohol allowed at the park.
Use the grille if you want to and let’s have a great day out!
Call me if you have any questions:
Nick Dawson (501) 442-2005

BMCA is pleased to welcome new members:
Jeff and Jennifer Goad Owners of a 2013 JCW Mini From Warren, AR
And Michael Pascolla owner of a 1976 TR 6 from Benton, AR

BMCA
Newsletter Editor
723 Kirby Rd.
Little Rock, AR. 72211

