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BMCA Officers

Prez Sez by Fred Long

Pres…….….Fred Long
501-944-4686
VicePres..Charlie Collins
Treas …....Judy Ross
501-888-3396
Sec….....Wilma Newton
870-723-1964

It was nice to see a good turnout at the October meeting and to see
that we were able to fill the slate completely for the officer elections
in November. Thanks to everyone who willingly stepped up for the
club to insure leadership for the upcoming year. It is great to see so
many people give back to the club and help us all enjoy many wonderful
outings and adventures.
We hope that everyone is beginning to feel more comfortable getting
out and look forward to seeing even more monthly participation. Nick
Dawson drove his midnight blue Aston Martin Vantage that he recently
acquired and it is absolutely stunning. He has already enjoyed his first
all day repair experience with it. It was great to see our newly retired
member James Stanhope make it out to the meeting, thanks to Ronnie
and Vera McLeod for giving him a lift.

Marque Leaders
Empire...Jim Peckham
501) 539-3306
AH/Mini…Nick Dawson
501) 221-9118
TR……Chris Cooper
501) 617-4696
Ron Kew
501) 815-3459
MG….. Gary Mackin
870-941-0149

Newsletter Editor

Coming soon – An Empty Nest!

Brenda Collins
501-225-5162
hessdorf@aol.com

Around the time this newsletter gets
distributed Jeanie and I will be without
children in the house for the first time in
almost 39 years. While we are looking
forward to it, this transitional time is also
filled with some sadness. Although I am
looking forward to reclaiming the space
and getting the house back in order we
will certainly miss all of the bustling activity
and family fellowship that Brent, Kyle and
their friends have provided.

Historian
Vera McLeod
501-851-2640

Membership
Dianna McCullough
501-909-2611

WebMaster

MARQUE RESPONSIBILITIES
Oct Event….MG
TechTalk..Empire

Nov Event...AH/Mini
TechTalk..TR

December
Yet to be determined

Brian Wright
847) 691-8236
Webster@bmca.club

www.bmca.club

BMCA is pleased to welcome new members:
Jeffrey Timmons and Debra Scrivner ... owners of a 1952 Nash-Healey
David Smith…..owner of a 1952 MGTD
Tim Haunort…..owner of a 1975 Triumph TR6
Shawn and Brennan Gustin…...owners of a 1980 MGB

October Birthdays:
3.....Charles Hutchison
4.....Jack Brashear
5......Ken Coyle

11...Marsha Salzman
18....Bob Harris
21....Dena Peckham
28....Vera McLeod
October Anniversaries:
5.....Bert & Rebecca Pranter

(November 5th-7th)
The Hot Springs Renaissance Faire
The Hot Springs Renaissance Faire

located at the Garland County Fair-

grounds awaits thee. With merchants,

16 acts of entertainment, dragons, live
medieval combat, jousting, and so

much more merriment just waiting
to be seen!
This is not an official BMCA event, but some

of our members that like to wear kilts will

27....Gary & Elaine Mackin

Our Deepest Sympathy
to the family
of
Steven W. Zimmer
October 30, 1948 - September 14, 2021
Steven and his wife Connie had just joined BMCA

be going on Saturday Nov. 6th

OFFICER NOMINATIONS FOR 2022

President……………..Fred Long
Vice President……….Charlie Collins
Treasurer……………..Judy Ross
Secretary……………..Wilma Newton

Marque Leaders:
AH/Mini …………….Nick Dawson

Empire……………...Charles Hutchison
TR…………………...Chris Cooper and Lance Felix
MG…………………..Gary Mackin

Membership……………..Dianna McCullough

Webmaster……………….Brian Wright
Newsletter Editor……….Brenda Collins
Historian………………….Vera McLeod

Thanks to all that volunteered !!

AH/ Mini Marque

by Nick Dawson

THE PROS AND CONS OF RUN-FLAT TIRES
I have a 2016 Mini Cooper Clubman and it does not come with a spare tire as standard.
Instead, it is originally sold with run-flat tires which can support the weight of the vehicle for
between 50 and 100 miles, enabling the driver to find and drive to a tire repair shop. About 14%
of all new vehicles sold in the USA now have run-flat tires as standard, according to the latest
estimates. MINI, Mercedes, BMW, and Cadillac amongst others use run-flat tires on their cars.
I have room in my Clubman for a “donut” spare wheel and tire, so I wanted to find out the pros
and cons of each in order to decide if I wanted to change my tires to conventional ones.
PROS
. you can drive up to 100 miles after all the air has escaped from the tire and the car is more stable with steering and handling remaining near normal.
No more having to get out in cold, rainy weather or unsafe areas to change the tire.
. with no spare tire, no jack or repair tools,
vehicle weight is reduced providing better gas mileage.

CONS
. No spare tire in case of a rip or blow-out in the tire sidewall
which run-flat tires do not guard against,
so a potentially costly tow-truck rescue charge is possible
. the reduction in weight is minimal as run-flat tires weigh more than conventional tires
due to the increased stiffness in their side-wall construction made possible
by extra rubber in that area of the tire.
. Run-flat tires have a harsher ride due to the increased side-wall stiffness
and also data shows that they have on average a tread life of 6,000 miles less
than conventional tires (possibly due to manufacturers using a softer tread compound
on the run-flat tire to mitigate the harshness of the side-wall).
. Run-flat tires are more expensive to replace and are not as widely available.
Since I have room in my MINI Clubman for a spare tire I did replace the tires with
conventional ones and bought a spare “donut” (from MiniMania) and jack/wheel-nut wrench.
The difference in ride quality is noticeable, becoming softer and quieter.
If you don’t want to carry the jack or have no room for a spare tire, but still want to run
conventional tires, an alternative is what my Aston Martin comes with;
a can of tire sealant goop and a small electric tire pump/gauge combo.
Happy motoring and puncture-free travel!

MG Marque by Charlie Collins
The MGA Sports Car

The MGA sports car was produced by MG from 1955 to 1962.
The MGA replaced
the MG TF 1500
Midget and represented a complete
styling break from
MG's earlier sports
cars. Announced
on 26 September
1955, the car was
officially launched at the Frankfurt Motor Show. A total of 101,081 units were marketed through the end of
production in July 1962, the vast majority of which were exported. 5869 cars were sold on the home market,
and the MGA was replaced by the MGB.
The MGA design dates back to 1951, when MG designer Syd Enever created a streamlined body for
George Philips' TD Le Mans car. The new bodywork traded the MG TF's articulated fenders and running
board for ponton styling, with a single styled envelope fully enclosing the width and uninterrupted length of a
car.
The TF featured a high driver seating position. A new chassis was designed with the side members further apart and the floor attached to the bottom rather than the top of the frame sections. A prototype was
built and shown to the BMC chairman Leonard Lord. He turned down the idea of producing the new car as
he had just signed a deal with Donald Healey to produce Austin-Healey cars two weeks before. Falling sales
of the traditional MG models caused a change of heart, and the car, initially to be called the UA-series, was
brought back. As it was so different from the older MG models it was called the MGA, the "first of a new line"
to quote the contemporary advertising. There was also a new engine available, therefore the car did not
have the originally intended XPAG unit but was fitted with the BMC B-series engine allowing a lower bonnet
line. The MGA convertible had no exterior door handles, however the coupé had door handles.
It was a body-on-frame design and used the straight-4 "B series" engine from the MG Manette saloon driving
the rear wheels through a four-speed gearbox. Suspension was independent with coil springs and wishbones at the front and a rigid axle with semi-elliptic springs at the rear. Steering was by rack and pinion. The
car was available with either wire-spoked or steel-disc road wheels. While the make (or marque) is MG, the
model was named MGA by John Thornley in 1954.
The MGA 1500 The 1489 cc engine fitted with twin H4 type SU Carburetors produced 68 hp at first, but
was soon uprated to 72 hp. Lockheed hydraulic drum brakes were used on all wheels. A coupé version was
also produced, bringing the total production of standard MGAs to 58,750.
An early open car tested by British magazine The Motor in 1955 had a top speed of 97.8 mph and could
accelerate from 0–60 mph in 16.0 seconds. A fuel consumption of 22.2 mpg was recorded.
A high-performance Twin-Cam model was added for 1958. It used a high-compression (9.9:1 later
8.3:1) DOHC aluminum cylinder head version of the B-Series engine producing 108 hp. Due to detonation
problems, a 100 bhp low-compression version was introduced later. Four-wheel disc brakes by Dunlop were
fitted, along with Dunlop peg drive knock-off steel wheels similar to wheels used on racing Jaguars, unique
to the Twin-Cam and "DeLuxe" MGA 1600 and 1600 MkII roadsters. These wheels and chassis upgrades
were used on a small number of the "DeLuxe" models built after Twin-Cam production came to a halt. Aside
from the wheels, the only outside identifier was a "Twin-Cam" logo near the vent aside the bonnet. A careful
look at the rear wheel vents would also reveal another feature unique to Twin-Cam and DeLuxe: those fourwheel Dunlop disc brakes mentioned above.
The temperamental engine was notorious for warranty problems during production, and sales dropped
quickly. The engine suffered from detonation and burnt oil. Most of the problems with the Twin-Cam engine were rectified with the low-compression version, but by then the damage had been done. The TwinCam was dropped in 1960 after 2,111 had been produced. Production ended in April 1960 but had slowed to
a trickle long before.
An open car was tested by The Motor magazine in 1958 and was found to have a top speed of 113 mph,
acceleration from 0–60 mph in 9.1 seconds and a fuel consumption of 23.0 mpg was recorded.
More MGA details will be continued in the next newsletter.
Charlie Collins with information from Widipedia on the MGA

Triumph Marque by Chris Cooper
Hello Everyone
I hope All are doing Ok.
For this letter I thought we would go back and look at some old Triumph History .
I find it intriguing that some of the best looking Triumphs were Prewar.
I hope you like these two.
From August 1934 to 1936 the Gloria range included ‘Gloria Vitesse’ models (not to be confused with later Vitesses) which were up-rated, with twin carburettor engine and equipment,
versions of the equivalent Gloria and slightly different bodywork in the case of some saloons.

There was also from 1934 to 1937 an open two-seat sporting model, the Southern Cross,
re-using the name previously applied to the sports version of the Triumph Super 9. This used
a shortened chassis of 96 in (2,438 mm) for 1232 cc four-cylinder models and 104 in
(2,642 mm) for the 1991 sixes.[1]

Thanks, Chris Cooper Source Wikipedia

AND THE WINNERS ARE:
Ken Coyle, 2nd place Healey
Bob & Judy Ross, 1st place Modern Mini

Jim & Dena Peckham, 1st place, Rolls Royce
Charles & Lisa, 1st place TR 4A
Moe Bokaie, 2nd place MGB GT
Lance Felix, 1st place AH Survivor Class

Brits in the Ozarks Oct 9, 2021

David Fritchman, owner of Rock Solid Data Management
will be on site at Swap Meet for free shredding
of paper documents,
9 am till 11 am
No plastic, No metal, No paper clips, No binders…
Just paper, (with staples is OK)

2021 Calendar of BMCA and Regional Events
Oct 21-24…...Minis in the Ozarks (MITO) (https://ozarkmini.com)
Nov 2…………..BMCA Monthly Meeting (Officer elections)
Nov 7..……......AH/Mini Event (details below)
Nov 13………...BMCA Swap Meet
Dec…………...Christmas Party ????????

Little Rock Cars and Coffee, 3rd Saturday of every month, 8 am to 11 am
Hot Springs Cars and Coffee, 4th Saturday of every month 8 am to 11 am

SUNDAY, November 7th, 2021
AUSTIN_HEALEY/MINI MARQUE EVENT
“DAD’s OLE CAR SHOW AND PARADE”
AT FORT ROOTS, NORTH LITTLE ROCK
We will meet at 11:30 a.m., at McLeod’s British Cars in Maumelle,
for a short 13-mile drive to Fort Roots VA Hospital in North Little Rock,
where we will participate in the “Dad’s Ole Car Show and Parade”.
We will leave McLeod’s to drive to the show at 11:45 a.m. More details of the show are below:

BMCA
Newsletter Editor
723 Kirby Rd.
Little Rock, AR. 72211

