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Prez Sez by Fred Long
Happy Haggis Everyone !
Another Burns Night in the books, happy
263rd birthday Robert Burns. Jeanie was
excited that we were able to break out a
festive McClellan tartan and rep her clan.
It was a wonderful evening and I was
able to break in my new wooden mug I
purchased at the Renaissance Faire and,
magically, it never seemed to empty; glad
I was only drinking water. The bad news
it will be a year before we can repeat the
festivities but the good news (really,
really, good news) is it will be 12 months
before we feast on the lowly haggis
again.
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I hate that I am going to miss the February club
meeting as Jeanie will be recovering from surgery but
hope that she is feeling well enough for me to slip off
to Romance with everyone on the TR Marque event
on the sixth and drops some cards for loved ones off
at the Love Station (Romance Post Office).

I know that Chris and
Lance will have mapped
an interesting route and
we will be on the roads
less-traveled. Early indications are that it should
be a warmer day so let’s
keep our fingers crossed.
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Stay safe and I will see
you on the road! Fred
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MARQUE RESPONSIBILITIES
March Event….MG
TechTalk.. Empire
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TechTalk..TR

May Event..Empire
TeckTalk..MG
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BMCA Minutes Feb 1, 2022 summited by Lisa Hutchison
The meeting was called to order by Charlie Collins who stated “I’m not Fred Long.” (I think we
knew that!) He welcomed all 14 hardy members in attendance. The minutes were distributed and
approved. Judy Ross gave the Treasurer’s Report which was also approved. We currently have
$7664.51 in the bank.
We turned to old business with Charles Hutchison providing details of the Polar Bear Run.
It was also a rainy day like the meeting night. No one besides LBCs showed up at Cars and
Coffee parking lot, at least that he saw. During the drive, rain changed to snow at Williams
Junction, so all the cars were baptized properly. Another LBC and a golf cart were waiting at the
Hutchison Estate where hot dogs were grilled, apple cider was spiked, and St. Elmo’s Fire was
shared.
New business was next. Lance Felix announced for the TR event we would meet at Ron
McLeod’s on February 6th and drive to Romance, Arkansas to mail Valentine cards to our
Valentines. He warned not to put the cards in the box outside or they won’t get the fancy postmark stamped on them. The MG Marque event is planned for March 13 th when we will drive up
to Wye Mountain and the Daffodil Festival. February dates for Cars and Coffee in the central
Arkansas area were announced.
Nick Dawson provided the Austin-Healey/Mini Tech Talk. He showed us his $38 endoscope.
No, this is not to be used for colonoscopies or to look in your ears. It has a 9 foot reach, LED
video, and gives hi-definition photos. He used it recently to discover cracks in something
important on the top of the Aston-Martin’s transmission that had to be replaced. That cost a bit
more to have done than $38.
Gots and Goofs were led off with Jim Clark bragging on the purchase of an Iris Blue 1963
MGB. It is stored in Chicago until the spring thaw allows it to be brought south. So all he really
has right now are pictures and dreams. Charlies Collins expanded on the Polar Bear Run report
with an almost goof and some gots. On the way home in his MGB GT he slid a few times when
down-shifting around curves. Once at home he checked his tires which revealed the need for new
ones. Of course, then he checked his other cars. In addition to tires for the MGB GT he bought
MiniLites for the GT and the red MGA spare tires, and upgraded to disc brakes for the 1958 MGA.
Funny how one thing leads to another!
Charles Hutchison had taken advantage of the Spring weather last week. While driving the
classic Mini on his usual trek out west of Little Rock, it died in Paron. Luckily, he got hold of
Melvin who came to rescue him with a tow. Once at home his investigation revealed a busted coil.
It was replaced with a used one he had on hand and is waiting for a new one to come in.
Jack Brashears had successful back surgery and Gary Mackin is now out of the hospital.
Gary says he misses the club but has a ways to go with wound healing and rehab. We wish them
both a speedy recovery.
Birthdays: Jim Stanhope,10th; Brennan Gustin, 11th; Joe Fullen, 20th; Jeannine Bokaie, 22nd;
and
Anniversaries : Curt & Lindy Carrigan, 14th; Joe & Jolene Fullen, 14th; Bob & Judy Ross, 16th;
Brad & Carol Cunningham, 17th;
Acting President Charlie called for a motion to adjourn, but then remembered his VP duties
“Door Prize”! Lucky for me he did, as the prize of $25 gift card was won by Lisa Hutchison.

Membership dues were due in January.
If you have not renewed by the March meeting,
this will be your last newsletter to receive.
Please renew now so you can keep up with what our club is doing !!!

AH/ Mini Marque

by Nick Dawson

MINI ADS THROUGH THE AGES: PART TWO, THE “NEW”
Last month I looked at ads for the classic Mini, produced from 1960 until 1999, so this month it is
the “new” MINI’s turn.
Introduced worldwide in 2000 (2002 in the USA), and styled by BMW group designers, it kept
much of the original’s cheeky design but due to safety and other considerations, it was considerably larger. The first ad here was used in the USA and it emphasizes the connection between
“classic” and “new”, retaining its quirkiness and appeal to both young and older car buyers. The
car in the background is one of the Monte Carlo winning cars from the mid-sixties, while the new
MINI is a John Cooper Works edition. New and old, old and new, MINI is always aware of its
famous heritage.

Continuing the theme that MINIs are “different” from other cars, the second ad on this page epitomizes the quirkiness of the cars. What other car company would use the slogan “NOT NORMAL”
to sell its cars (maybe certain Citroens come to mind – the 2CV or DS?), and that attitude has
held true right up until the present day. Daubed in splashy primary color paints and shown in
iconic Chili Red, the ad certainly grabs your attention. Sales of 25,000 in the first year of sales in
the USA, and 725,000 up to 2020, the MINI has once again become an automotive legend. Also,
this ad conveys the vast variety of options and paint combinations of the MINI, as seen in the
seven unique canvases in the background. MINI has stated that there are over ten thousand design options for the car and no MINI need be identical as any other. Going to regional or national
MINI meets seems to affirm this as no two Minis/MINIs seem to be alike! I think that no other car
in history has had so much available customization except perhaps the original VW Beetle.

The third ad continues the playful nature of Minis/MINIs. “Happy Children’s Day” again emphasizes
the “nice” but slightly “naughty” nature of the marque. Charisma plays a big part in successful automobile design and Mini/MINI has always had that.

The final ad for the MINI is a current 2021 one. In complete contrast to last month’s sexist “Goldie
Hawn/Women can only drive simple cars” ad from the 1970’s, the new MINI SE fully electric car ad
portrays a young woman “re-fueling” her MINI with the tag-line telling her to “STAY POWERFUL”.
An inspiring message for the car and its driver.

I hope to see you driving a Mini/MINI at some of the various BMCA events this year!

MG Marque by Charlie Collins
Last month I wrote about upgrading starters as better solution and a convenient alternative for
our LBCs. This month I am writing about an upgrade that should be considered a safety conversion since it has to do with the braking systems of our cars.
I recently upgraded the master cylinder on my 1958 MGA. The original for that car is a dual
cylinder, low cap master cylinder. One cylinder for brakes and one for clutch. While the original
that came on my 1961 MGA is slightly different. It still has two cylinders, but the top cap is noticeably taller.

The obvious difference can be seen in the pictures above. Also, the newer master cylinders
have larger diameter pistons. The standard is ¾” while the newer versions are 7/8”. The
advantage is the larger pistons have better delivery of brake fluid to the wheel cylinders. In
theory this should give you better braking and stopping of the vehicle. The taller top cap simply
allows more brake fluid with the master cylinder.
The negative on my 1958 MGA is that now I’m pushing brake fluid to the same wheel cylinders
that have old style drum brakes. That will stop the car. Eventually!
So, my plan is to replace the front wheels drum brakes with more modern disc brakes! The braking and stopping with the arrangement are much better and safer in my opinion. My other A
comes standard with disc brakes on the front wheels as do my MGBs. So, the conversion
makes sense to me.
What are the downsides to this conversion? It certainly takes away the originality of the car and
secondly, it’s not an inexpensive thing to do. But since I feel my personal safety is worth the
cost, I’m moving forward with the idea.
So why is this upgrade so costly? Simply stated there are a lot of parts to replace going from the
drum brakes to the disc brakes. There is an adapter plate that is required for both wheels and
these plates alone are pushing $300. The adaptor plates are required as they provide a place to
bolt on the calipers. Plus, new rotors, new disc pads, calipers for each wheel, new hubs to bolt to
the rotors and since I’m replacing all this, I might as well install new bearings and seals. Also,
there are some expensive bolts required and new flexible hoses to fit the calipers. By the time
Ronnie totals all this up, his calculator is smoking.

This is a picture of the drum brake assembly minus
the exterior drum. A lot of mechanical parts.

And this is what the drum looks like. So, the brakes
are applied and the fluid pushing pistons in the wheel
cylinders moving the brake shoes against the brake
drum stopping the car.

Here’s a picture of the equipment for the disc
brake conversion.

And the finished assembly minus the wheel.
Neat and sweet. This is the disc brake assembly for
my front right wheel.
The entire upgrade for both sides took about 6 hours
or so. Bleed the brake lines and road test. It stops!!
An excellent conversion.
I’m not a fan of converting the rear wheels to disc
brakes.
I think this is over kill unless you’re into racing.
If you have a nice, tight hand brake setup,
I think you’re good to go.
But, it’s your decision and your money.
Charlie Collins - MG Enthusiast

Empire Marque

by Charles Hutchison

The Empire 2022 Polar Bear Run
It was 5:00am the day of the Polar Bear Run, and I was awakened by thunder, just
great. Too late to cancel or reschedule; besides, the number of BMCA events that have been
cancelled due to weather could be counted on one hand. We may need help but that is another story.
By 10:00am the weather had turned into a fine English winter day with the drizzle falling straight down. Five hardy polar bears, Pres. Fred, VP Charlie, Jim Peckham, Parris
Mccullah, and I had assembled. We had the whole parking lot to ourselves for some reason.
At 10:30 we took a vote and everyone wanted to go on the drive. So we headed west
for our drive around Lake Maumelle. Traffic was light and it was easy to keep together.
Following the winding roads, we climbed our way to the top of Wye Mountain and then back
down the other side. Through the country side we went, enjoying the lack of traffic and the
scenery. By the time that we made it to Williams Junction the drizzle had changed to snow—
perfect for a polar bear run. Cruising along highway 9 in an LBC with a light snow falling—
what could be better? We turned at Paron and headed towards Little Rock. Upon arriving at
the Hutchison estate, we were greeted by three more polar bears, Lisa, Ron and Jim Clark.
Jim Peckham commented that he never saw the lake but we assured him that we had indeed
been around it.
Hot dogs were grilled, baked beans were eaten and the hot spiced apple juice was a
big hit or maybe it was the rum. The heater that I had put in the garage refused to stay lit
even though it had worked perfectly the day before. We decided it must be Lucas. After a lot
of eating and good conversation, the bears headed home to hibernate before the snow flew
again.
Thanks to all that braved the weather. This was another great day with the BMCA.

TR Marque

by Chris Cooper

Older Triumphs are Arguably some of the Coolest British Cars
and here’s Why
Donald Healey entered ‘ADU 4’ in the 1935 Monte Carlo Rally. He was lucky to escape
with his life when he was hit by a train in Denmark when trying to beat it across a level
crossing. The front of the Dolomite was completely destroyed. In 1936 Healey entered
the repaired and re-chassisied Dolomite (still registered ‘ADU 4’) in the Monte and this time
finished 8th overhaul (highest placed British car).
When Triumph had finished with this Dolomite project after the 1936 Monte Carlo Rally they
sold the complete car and a chassis with enough parts to build another car to Tony Rolt.
When he had finished racing the Dolomite in 1937 he sold it, the chassis and parts. High
Speed Motors eventually bought the lot and built up two road going cars with Corsica
designed and built bodies and these two cars still exist. One has since been restored with
the original Triumph style bodywork and it now lives in the USA.
Dolomite Super-Charged 2Litre Straight Eight – 1934
17.85 h.p. 1,990cc 8-cylinder
overhead twin camshaft
engine with 4-speed
Armstrong Siddeley Wilson
type Pre-selector gearbox.

This Dolomite’s engine was based
on Alfa Romeo’s 2.3-litre 8-cylinder,
as fitted in their 8C-2300 Monza, with
their full approval. It is currently
thought that Triumph built 3 chassis
and about 6 engines.

How Much fun would have been working on that engine I love the design of the pipes
Thanks , Chris Cooper

TR Romance Rally 2022

Dear Fellow Triumph Owner,
Drive Your Triumph Day is coming up soon on Thursday, February 10th.
The concept for DYTD is straightforward: go for a drive in your Triumph on
February 10th. Take a scenic drive on a country road or out to lunch, to the
market, to work, wherever. Go for a drive alone or in a big group from your
local Triumph Club. Take your spouse, buddy, child, grandchild or your dog;
then take a photo.
The photo is mainly of the car, and the owner or passenger if possible,
ideally in front of a cool spot, landmark, scenic view or in your driveway. If it’s
the middle of the winter where you live and your car is in hibernation, or in
the middle of a restoration, take a photo of it in the garage. Have fun with it.

Next step is to email a high-resolution photo
to driveyourtriumphday@gmail.com, along with some basic information:
owner’s name, year and model of car, and place photo was taken (city, state,
country), and if you have an interesting story about the car, include that too.
The photos will then be published not only in our club newsletter, but also in
USA’s national magazine: Vintage Triumph Registry, and on the Drive Your
Triumph Day website: https://driveyourtriumphday.shutterfly.com. I can
also make photos available for other clubs to publish in their newsletter.

Be sure to contact me with any questions you may have, and remember,
send photos that are only taken on February 10th, Drive Your Triumph Day.
Regards,
Rye Livingston
Activities Chairman
Triumph Travelers Sports Car Club
http://triumphtravelers.org/
1960 Triumph TR3A
Mobile: 530-FIND-RYE

2022 Calendar of BMCA and Regional Event
March 1…...BMCA meeting
March 13…...MG Rally (details below)
April 5……...BMCA meeting
April ……...AH/Mini
May 3………BMCA meeting
May ……….Empire Rally

June 18, Petit Jean Car Show
Sept 24,

Brits in the Ozarks Car Show (drives will be 22nd and 23rd)

Oct 15, Ark Scottish Festival

Oct 27—30, Minis in the Ozarks

Conway – 5th,

Cars and Coffee –
Cabot – 12th, Little Rock – 19th,

Maumelle – 26th

March 2022 MG Marque Run for the Daffodils on Wye Mountain
Please save the date: March 13, 2022.

The 44th Annual Wye Mountain Daffodil Festival located on Wye Mountain, 22300 Hwy 113
will be in it’s final days but there should still be plenty of
beautiful flowers to see and photograph.
7 acres of approximately 60 varieties of daffodils,
arts and crafts, food vendors, music, photo ops,
daffodil bulbs available for purchase,
Free Admission and Free Parking
(Donations accepted and appreciated)
The run will be in honor of Gary Mackin who continues his recovery.
Gary, get well soon and your thoughts will be with us as we dedicate this run to you!
We will leave from the Walmart parking lot on highway 10 near Chenal.
More details and exact times will follow.
But please save the date of March 13th for a nice drive to Wye Mountain!
Charlie Collins 501-554-2853

BMCA
Newsletter Editor
723 Kirby Rd.
Little Rock, AR. 72211

