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Prez Sez by Fred Long
A huge shout out to Dianna
McCullough, our wonderful
membership chair. She continues to sign up multiple new
members on a monthly basis.
It is nice to see more people
getting involved with the club.
May’s turnout at the meeting
at Whole Hog was exceptional
with 29 people in attendance,
of course it always helps when
the weather is nice.
As a club we are real fortunate to have so many marque leaders and other
volunteers help plan, organize and fulfil our busy calendar of events. It looks
like all of 2022 is going to be packed with great adventures and fellowship.
Hope everyone has made their reservations for the Scottish Festival in
October as all of the hotels are nearing sell out. If not BOOK NOW. It looks
like we may all end up staying in 3 different ones but that will just add to the
fun. It will be nice to see if the vendors return in number this year so we can
have a great opportunity to part ways with some of our money and buy another Dirk or Sgian Dubh and possibly a claymore or basket hilt broadsword
we can’t live without or some other Scottish goody. It will aslo be nice to see
the whole group up there again instead of split between Batesville and
Fayetteville.
I have had my MGB out a lot more than I normally do and plan to continue
that trend throughout the year. I am about 30% through with a bathroom
remodel and once that is complete I will have more free time to just get out
and drive, drive, drive. I will be pausing on the home projects for the rest of
the year after this (don’t tell Jeanie!).
There is still so much
to see and discover
on all the scenic byways in our state and
I hope to experience
a great many of them
this year.
Remember to get out
and drive your little
British cars.
Stay safe and I will
see you on the road!
Fred
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Notice to all members:
BMCA welcomes
new members:
Rebecca Hall & John Brians
Owners of a 1966 Jaguar E-type

PLEASE let Dianna know
if there is any change
in your contact information,
Such as phone numbers, e-mail address
or home address.
Hopefully this year we can get a roster out.
Dianna McCullough 501-909-2611

May Birthdays and Anniversaries
Birthdays:

3....Ray Dayer;

Anniversaries:

19....Ted Bland;

2.....Jim & Jane Clark;

22...Bert Pranter;

9....Jim & Dena Peckham;

25...Garry Jeffries;

22…Nick & Cindy Dawson

25....Luanne Cooper;
28...Bob Beretta;
29....Brad Cunningham

I am sad to report that we have three BMCA members that have recently lost loved ones.
Our Deepest Sympathy goes out to them.
Jerry Boyd lost his wife Norma, in mid April.
Bert and Rebecca Pranter lost his father, William Pranter on May 5th.

AH/ Mini Marque

by Nick Dawson

“MINI: 60 YEARS”: A BOOK REVIEW
Since so many BMCA members own or have owned a Mini or MINI I thought that
this month I would let you know about a new book about them. Written by renowned
British motoring writer Giles Chapman (former editor of Classic & Sportscar) it is the most
comprehensive history of the Mini/MINI yet published and covers the car from its inception
in 1959 up until the 2019 publication date (its 60th year, hence the books title).

The book is divided into twelve chapters, each comprehensively covering all the various
aspects of the Mini/MINI world. The design of the new MINI is as well written about as the
design of the classic Mini and the stark differences of how each car became reality is
a reminder of how modern cars are built compared to those of previous generations.
I also appreciated the many lavish illustrations of all the different models of Minis and
MINIs produced, from the classic shape to pickups, to convertibles, to bread vans, to
racing cars to Mini Mokes. All are covered in detail and Giles Chapman seems to imbue is
a real enthusiasm for the marque. A detailing of the Mini’s “evolution” between 1973 and
1999 a highlight of the book because most readers (especially in the USA and outside of
the UK and Japan) are not aware of the constant updating of these cars.
I think you will enjoy the book and highly recommend it for your motoring library.
It is currently available from Amazon, at a discount, for $26.92.

Empire Marque

by Charles Hutchison

This topic came up for discussion on the last Austin Healey/ Mini run as we were trying to
determine the age of the tires on the Peckham’s Morgan. So, while I was repairing the
damage to our TR8 from a tire blowout I thought that it was time to revisit this.
The U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) requires that Tire Identification Numbers be a combination of the letters DOT,
followed by 8 to 13 letters and/or numbers that identify the manufacturing location, tire size
and manufacturer's code, along with the week and year the tire was manufactured.
Tires Manufactured Since 2000
Since 2000, the week and year the tire was produced has been provided by the last four
digits of the Tire Identification Number with the 2 digits being used to identify the week
immediately preceding the 2 digits used to identify the year.
Example of a tire manufactured since 2000 with the current
Tire Identification Number format:

In the example above:
DOT U2LL LMLR 5107
Manufactured during the 51st week of the year
DOT U2LL LMLR 5107
Manufactured during 2007
While the entire Tire Identification Number is required to be branded onto one sidewall of
every tire, current regulations also require that DOT and the first digits of the Tire Identification Number must also be branded onto the opposite sidewall. So in the example above,
one sidewall would read “DOT U2LL” Therefore, it is possible to see a Tire Identification
Number that appears incomplete and requires looking at the tire's other sidewall to find the
entire Tire Identification Number.
Thanks to the Tire Rack for the contents of this article. Take my advice and go check your
tires to see if they are over 10 years old and need to be replaced.

MG Marque by Charlie Collins
MGA fuel gauge problems
I wanted to do a follow up article with a few more details of the Tech Talk I did at the last
meeting. While I specifically reference MGA, much of this information would be similar
for other older British Cars.

A recent quote from our noble friend John Twist at University Motors: "We always try to
repair the original one, as the current replacements are so bad". (Note – University Motors
has closed since this article was written but John Twist lives on). Original units have a
metal float, fine resistance wire at 0 to 70 ohms, dual wipers, and were successfully installed
using a cork gasket. (Thanks to Russell James Goebel for the pictures).

MG con’t
Current aftermarket parts may have a plastic float, coarser resistance wire (maybe different
resistance), single wiper, and may be supplied with a thick paper or elastomer gasket. Mounting holes may need to be filed for alignment of screws. In some cases, the inner metal shell
may be a bit too large for the hole in the tank and may require considerable filing to fit. The
coarse resistance wire and single wiper may cause erratic reading of the gauge, and/or may
fail soon after installation. Picture here on left is an original unit with closely wound fine
wire and dual wipers. On right is an aftermarket unit with loosely wound coarse wire and single wiper.
This one failed when the loosely spaced wire coils were moving up and down the bobbin to
cause erratic and intermittent output on the gauge.
A paper gasket would require a sealant, but few sealants are functional with modern motor
fuels. Elastomer gaskets are commonly known to swell and/or quickly deteriorate in contact
with modern motor fuels, and no sealant can help that problem. It is highly recommended to
use a cork gasket, even if you have to make your own, and no sealant is required with cork.
Keep the screw holes in the gasket small as the gasket needs to seal around the screw threads.

Update: About the gasket for sender unit to tank joint: some vendors now supply a molded
Viton gasket that is properly fuel resistant, thick and fairly soft with raised sealing ridges
around the edges. The picture below is from Peter Edney MG Parts in the UK, and I believe
Moss Motors UK and USA have a similar part. These seem to seal as intended, except that
fuel may seep out around the screws. This stems from the holes in the gasket being clearance
holes, and fuel seeping around the screw threads. Moss USA recommends a set of nylon
washers to install under the screw heads to seal the screws. This is a non-issue if you use a
cork gasket with small holes that are interference fit with the screws.

MG con’t
If the fuel sending unit is okay or has been replaced here are some tips regarding the fuel
gauge itself. The fuel gauge is not electrically damped, so the needle will wobble a little in
harmony with sloshing of fuel in the tank. If the needle bounces around the ends of scale
when it shouldn't, like a light switching on and off, it means you have an intermittent electrical connection somewhere. Start with the circuit diagam shown here:

Check for loose connections on the fuse, Green wire(s), and Green/Black wires including the
bullet connector near the starter switch in the engine compartment.
The fuel tank, mounted in rubber straps, is originally grounded through the steel fuel line to
the fuel pump. If the steel line has been re-connected with a rubber hose you may have lost
the tank ground connection. This can be restored by adding a ground wire from one of the
sender unit screws to a grounding point on the frame nearby.
To test the sender unit while leaving it mounted to the fuel tank use an analog ohm meter
(swinging needle type not digital). Disconnect the wire from the sender unit, connect an ohm
meter from sender terminal to ground, set meter on 100 ohm scale, and shake the car. Depending on fuel level, the meter should read somewhere between 0 ohms (empty) and 70
ohms (full). When fuel sloshes and the sender float wobbles up and down the needle on the
meter should waver gently in harmony with movement of the float. If meter needle movement is jerky or erratic, the sender unit has intermittent internal contact, needing to be rebuilt
or replaced.
While the resistance can vary on the coil in the sending unit, the original MGA units used 0
to 70 ohms resistance to gauge the amount of fuel in the tank. 0 resistance indicates the tank
is empty. So, if you take the input directly to ground, your gauge should register empty. If
you have a 70 ohm resistor, put it between the power source to the fuel sender and gauge, the
gauge should register full. A 35 ohm resistor would take the gauge to a half tank. If the
gauge doesn’t respond to any of this and you have checked out the power using the schematic above, the fuel gauge itself would be suspect.
This information is from the MGA Guru site on the internet. You will find extensive hints
on checking and repairing your LBC!
Safety fast!

TR Marque

by Chris Cooper

This Rendering of a modern-day Triumph GT6
is a love letter to the classic British Sports Car

We often get a glimpse of how certain classic cars from the past may look, had they made
them in our time. One perfect example of that is these stunning renderings of a Triumph
GT6, courtesy of Martin Aveyard. From his website, we can deduct that he is not only a
skilled graphic designer, but also a fabricator. He has showcased all of his projects, one
of which looks to be a replica of Ariel Atom. On one of his images, we also spot a classic
emerald green Triumph GT6, so we can guess
Apparently, Martin used to have a Mk III Triumph GT6, which was an ambitious project.
The GT6 itself is one of the definitive British sports cars of old. It’s lightweight, nimble,
but unlike its bigger brother – the Triumph TR6 – not particularly quick.

Because of this, Martin
has come up with his
own version of the GT6,
which looks like it
could pack a lot more
kick under the hood,
or shall we say “bonnet”.

(con’t on next page)

(TR article con’t)
All body lines from the 1966-1973 original were kept, including the clamshell hood. Unlike the
original, the rendering features big eight-spoke alloy wheels, wrapped in performance tires
with thin sidewalls. The tires perfectly fill the wheel arches, creating a much sportier look.
Despite other British car brands making a return, like MG, it doesn’t look like Triumph will join
the ranks of the resurrected brands any time soon. The last car to wear the Triumph name
was the 1981 to 1985 Acclaim – a rather bland front-wheel-drive sedan, based on the Honda
Ballade (at least it was reliable).
There is still hope since the rights to the Triumph marque are currently owned by BMW. Given
the Bavarian carmaker’s vast resources, it’s not a question of “if”, but rather “when”. So, don’t
be surprised if, in the future, we see a new retro-futuristic Triumph GT6, although there’s a
good possibility it will be an EV. Until then, feast your eyes on Martin’s creation, which by the
way, was done all the way back in 2009.

Ah a new GT6 how Cool. I’d like to see That one.
I hope you like the story
Reference from
Top Speed “Dim Angelov”
Take Care and God Bless

Cub Scout Pack 295 Annual Pinewood Derby car race
And British Cars
Photos by Brent Long

Cars and Coffee
May 7…...Benton 8 am to 11 am (1st Sat every month)
15228 I-30 Blue Haven Restaurant and Bar, Benton, AR 72019
May 7…...Conway 8am to 11am (1st Sat every month)
1201 Exchange Ave, Conway, AR 72032
May 14…..Cabot 9 am to 11:30 am (2nd Sat every month)
200 S. Rockwood, Cabot, AR 72023
May 21…. Little Rock 8 am to 10 am (3rd Sat every month)
14908 Cantrell Rd Little Rock, AR 72223
May 28…..Maumelle 8am to 10am (4th Sat every month)
115 Audubon Dr. Maumelle, AR 72113

May 28…..Hot Springs 8:30 am to 12pm (last Sat every month)
1343 Albert Pike Rd. Hot Springs, AR 71913

Abbey Road Car Show
After 2 years of being cancelled due to Covid,
we are pleased to announce that
Beatles at the Ridge will be held this year on Sep 17 in Walnut Ridge.
I will be sending out more information later,
but wanted to let you know so you can put it on your calendars.
This year, we will be moving the car show
from Abbey Road to across Main Street on NW 3rd Street.
This will give us double the space
and also put you on the same side of Main Street
as the Main Music Stage.
In fact all food, music, and vendors will be on that side of Main Street this year.
Please make plans to attend, I hope to see you then.
Jon Walter Mobile: 870.759.2793

BeatlesAtTheRidge.com

2022 Calendar of BMCA and Regional Event
May 21……...Empire Rally
June 7……...BMCA meeting
June………...TR Rally
June 18…….Petit Jean Car Show
July 5……….BMCA meeting
July………….MG Rally
Aug 2……….BMCA meeting
Aug………...AH/Mini Event
Sept 6……...BMCA meeting

The Empire Rally for May
On Saturday, May 21st we will meet at the Wal-Mart parking lot at the corner of
Chenal Drive and Hwy 10 at 1:00pm and depart at 1:30pm
for a 1-hour drive through the country to the Movie House Winery.
The winery is located at 99 Sandtown Rd. in Morrilton, AR. 72110
The owners, Ken and Sherrie Sowers, are going to put up a tent for us
where we can enjoy some snacks and water.
There is seating inside as well as on the front porch which has a view of Petit Jean Mountain.
They have a good selection of wines either as a flight, glass, bottle, or bag,
as well as a selection of Lost 40 beer products to sample, if you wish.
As always, the club does not provide alcohol so that will be up to you.

Ken is a former classic Mini owner of several years.
Maybe we can talk him into another one.
Your trip home is on your own whenever you are ready to leave.
Hope to see you there!

Charles Cell # 501-413-8107

BMCA
Newsletter Editor
723 Kirby Rd.
Little Rock, AR. 72211

