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BMCA Officers

Prez Sez by Fred Long

Pres…….….Fred Long
501-944-4686
VicePres..Charlie Collins
501) 554-2853

A day off on Memorial Day gave me a
great excuse to get out and take a little
drive and get my mind off work for a little
while. With Brent following me in his
Midget we went down some roads he
never had traveled circling the LRAFB.
It was interesting to see that there are so
many housing subdivions popping up in
the middle of nowhere. I guess those exair base folks have discovered the natural beauty and serenity of
Arkansas and don’t want to give it up. The weather couldn’t have
been more perfect for a drive and I am certainly glad we got out
and had a chance to run our cars before we climb Petit Jean in
them. I have a bug or two to sort out for sure.
I hope everyone was able to follow some
of the incredible activities associated with the
Platinum Jubilee celebration of the 70-year
reign of Her Royal Majesty. Over 70 British
cars participated in the parade and, as could
easily be predicated in a typical British car
activity, one broke down and had to be pushed.
It was a vintage Jaguar with Prue Leith from
the The Great British Bake Off show but there were four security
team members Johnny-on-the-spot that pushed it through the
route. There are tons of photos and videos available online just
search The Royal Family on FaceBook or Twitter.
Stay safe and I will see you on the road! Fred
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BMCA Minutes

by Wilma Newton

Dear Friends, I didn’t forget. Charlie banged the imitation gavel right on time. He introduced
our new members attending; Robert Tschiemerand his 2 MGB’s. It was great seeing Ms. Cooper
and Gary Mackin back.
I took my time apologizing for not having my minutes last month. I did announce my neglect
of duty, and if I don’t get better by November, think about someone else that can be secretary. I still
have good and bad days.
Judy Ross was next with her treasury report. She announced our new memberships and with
the regalia sales, there is $9,008.81 in our BMCA account. Wow! I did hear someone say they
needed new tires. We all giggled.
Charles Hutchison took the floor next to report on May’s Empire event. He said that 8 cars
were left out. The weather was awful, I didn't know whether to do top up or down. They found the
winery without any problems. He said most did have lunch and partook in the liquid libations.
Ronnie McLeod was next with June’s Marquee event. The Petit Jean car show is going to be
a little different. This year, cars of all year, make, and model are invited to park on the grounds and
show. Only if you are going to go through the car show judging, will you have to register. Ronnie
has taken the lead….he wants a hundred plus British Cars to magically appear. He has called all
over; Texas, Oklahoma, and Tennessee just for starters. The BMCA will be judging just the British
cars in their own participation style of car show for all years. Like they do in Fayetteville. They will
be putting out the little flags this weekend if you would like a nice walk. Payment is a Petit Jean
bologna sandwich and Oreo cookies. The booths will start filling in coming next Wednesday.
Charlie Collins talked about what was planned for the 17th of July. He was thinking after a nice
drive ending up at LCYC for ice cream. He has time to finalize. Look for further details in next
month’s minutes.
Nick Dawson, AH/Mini Marquee leader, had an eye-opening Tech Talk. I had never seen what
is called “jump starters”. It is a small rectangular box that has battery post ends attached. You must
make sure your jump starter has to have enough amperage to start your car. The first one he
pulled out was just a little bigger than a juice box. He said that it would barely turn the starter over.
He had a total of 3 of them. I had heard of them; but, never seen one for real.
Gots and Goofs: Sorry, I missed who got new oil and temp gauges for their MGB. Jack
Brashear had a goof on the way to the swap meet. He and Mary Sue, his Healey, were on the way
to the Swap Meet on I-430. She malfunctioned and had to pull off. She refused to restart, so he
called AAA towing. He and the towing service man had a few words about how-to pick-up Mary
Sue for towing. The serviceman HAD years of service and didn’t want to listen. Main concept of the
story, be on guard to who tows your LBC because of the damage that they can do. Another added
that when he had the Rolls Royce towed, the towing service broke the suspension bar. That
serviceman lost his job for not listening to the owner. Charles Hutchison’s TR8 has the body
stripped and ready for primer next week. Judy Ross had a fender bender in her Mini. Ouch!
Charlie had the name tags collected and my daughter in law, Janet, was asked to draw the
door prize and pulled out Lisa Hutchison. Congratulations.

June Birthdays: Parris McCullah, 8th; Ken King, 13th; Todd Schroder, 20th;
Richard Allen, 21st; Art Squire, 28th.
June Anniversaries: Art & Nan Squire, 9th and Steve & Barbara Bonds, 30th

Empire Marque

by Charles Hutchison

May is usually a great month for driving our LBCs with the top down in Arkansas, so
I wanted to plan a drive. Lisa and I made trips in March and April to figure out a destination
and to lay out the route. The plan was set and announced at the May meeting.
As the week of the event approached, I confirmed the plan and re-drove the route in
case ARDOT laid out any surprises on the road. All that week we watched, hoping for good
top-down temperatures and no precipitation. At first it was going to storm, then it was going
to be clear and cool, then back to storms. One thing you can count on about the weather in
Arkansas is that if you wait a little while, it is going to change!
Oh well, keep calm and carry on.
The morning of May 21st looked a little cloudy but nothing wet was coming down and
the temperatures were good. I dropped the top on the TR4 and off we went to meet the
group. Ten more adventurous BMCAers (and guest) gathered up, discussing their weather
concerns but determined to have a good time! So off we headed, over the river and
through the woods (actually we did the woods first and the river near the end) to the Movie
House Winery in Morrilton.
The weather didn’t let us down, and it was now bright and sunny. Hey, wasn’t it
supposed to storm? Actually, some of us were a little warm and thankful for cold bottled
water and the A/C inside!
The owners, Ken and Sherrie Sowers, had prepared charcuterie trays (i.e., deli, fruit,
and veggie trays) for us to snack on. There was plenty of cold beer and wines of all varieties to sample, drink, and purchase to take home for those so inclined, along with a lot of
good conversation. We started comparing weather apps and radar images to watch a big
storm headed our way. After a couple of hours, we all headed our separate ways with
plenty of memories of another good outing. The weather held off for the drive back to Little
Rock, and another BMCA event was in the books.

Notice to all members:
PLEASE let Dianna know if there is any change in your contact information,
Such as phone numbers, e-mail address or home address.
Hopefully this year we can get a roster out.
Dianna McCullough 501-909-2611

AH/ Mini Marque

by Nick Dawson

THE AUSTIN-HEALEY SPRITE:
AN MG IN FROG/BUG EYE CLOTHING?
The title of this article should read “The MG Midget: An Austin-Healey Sprite in MG
Badging?” because the Sprite pre-dated the Midget by three years and without it the MG
Midget may not have ever existed, especially in this form. In 1958, because not everyone
could afford an Austin-Healey 3000 (and later an MGB) Leonard Lord, head of Austin and
Donald Healey decided a smaller, cheaper sports car was needed. Such was the demand for
two-door British sportscars at that time this was considered a feasible undertaking. So, using
BMC’s parts bin (which was extensive) the Sprite was born.
The Austin-Healey Sprite was launched in 1958 with its body wrapped around a frontmounted 948cc Austin A-series inline four-cylinder engine using twin SU carburetors which
gave the car just over 40hp and powered the rear wheels through a four-speed manual transmission and the curb weight was just over 1500 lb. The car was one of the first massproduced semi-monocoque cars and had stressed body panels and no externally accessible
boot (trunk) to increase its structural rigidity. Suspension was A-arms and coil springs up front,
leaf springs out back. The bonnet was a clamshell type with fixed headlights which led to the
car being called the "Bugeye" in the U.S. and the "Frogeye" in the U.K. As a concession to
bad weather the car had a folding convertible top and plastic side windows, but otherwise the
Sprite was spartan, with no external door handles, radio or carpeting. The 0-60-mph sprint
took around 20 seconds (quite slow even then), and the Sprite's top speed was just over 80
mph. It sold like hot cakes!
The A-H sprite had a near-total re-design in November 1961; new bodywork with an
upright nose that had integrated headlights, more structural bracing, larger bumpers and an
opening boot lid. All this increased the cars. The engine size was the same but the SU carburetors were upsized for an addition of 4 bhp! At the same time an MG-branded version of the
Sprite was introduced as the MG Midget with few differences from the Sprite other than radiator grille and badging. In 1962, a larger 1,098cc engine arrived, upping the power to 56 hp
and this was fitted to all Sprites/Midgets. Front disc brakes were introduced to cope with the
extra power (!), the gearbox was strengthened and wire wheels became an option. The cars
again sold well alongside the more expensive 3000s and MGBs. In 1964 more creature comforts were added and another modest increase in power.
The final update of Austin-Healey Sprite arrived in 1966. Engine capacity went
up again using the 1275cc engine from the Mini Cooper S. The convertible top was now fixed
to the Sprite's frame instead of being removable and the addition of reversing lights and a new
brake system continued the forward progress (and stopping). In 1970 BMC was absorbed into
British Leyland and more parts than ever were shared between the Sprite and the Midget to
simplify production. In 1971 the last Sprites were made and from 1972 to up until MGs demise
in 1980 the cars were only sold as the MG Midget (receiving ever-more stringent emissions
controls for the U.S, and in 1974 increased ride height with protruding rubber bumpers).
So, in conclusion, the Sprite begat the Midget and for that we should be eternally
grateful.

MG Marque by Charlie Collins
SU Carburetors used in older MG and other LBCs.
Herbert Skinner was a pioneer motorist, and he invented the “Union Carburetor in 1904. Along
with his brother Carl, the carburetor was constantly improved, and they worked together in the Farman
Automobile Company. Herbert applied for a patent for the carburetor in 1905 and received it in 1906.
Herbert continued to develop and patent improvements through to the 1920s.
The SU Company Limited “Skinner’s Union” or “SU” was incorporated in August 1910 to acquire
Herbert carburetors and begin the manufacturing process in North London. But business was slow! Following the outbreak of war in 1914, carburetor production nearly stopped, with the factory making machine gun parts and some aircraft carburetors. With peace in 1918, production resumed, but sales remained slow and the company was not profitable, so Carl Skinner approached his customer, W. R. Morris, and managed to sell him the business. Carl Skinner became a director of Morris's privately held
empire and remained managing director of S.U. until he retired in 1948 aged 65. Manufacture continued, now by The S. U. Carburetor Company Limited, which was incorporated 15 September 1936 as
part of the Morris Organization, later known as the Nuffield Organization. The company became a subsidiary of British Leyland and traded under the name SU Carburetors
S.U. carburetors were widely used not only in Morris's Morris and MG products but RollsRoyce, Bentley, Rover, Riley, Turner, Austin, Jaguar, Triumph and Swedish Volvo, for much of the
twentieth century. S.U. also produced carburetors for aircraft engines including the early versions of
the Rolls-Royce Merlin, but these were of the conventional fixed-jet updraught type rather than the
firm's patented constant-depression design. S.U. carburetors were also a popular upfit for HarleyDavidson motorcycles, given the superior ability to self-compensate for changes in air density/altitude
and the "side draft" design. Many owners replaced the stock Linkert, Bendix or Keihin carbs with SU's
until the Keihin Constant Velocity carb became stock in 1990.
Hitachi also built carburetors based on the SU design which were used on the Datsun
240Z, Datsun 260Z and other Datsun Cars. While these appear the same, only their needles are interchangeable.

An HV type carburetor fitted to
a 1930 MG M-type

SU carburetors featured a variable venturi controlled by a piston. This piston has a tapered, conical metering rod (usually referred to as a "needle") that fits inside an orifice "jet" which admits fuel into the airstream passing through the carburetor. Since the needle is tapered, as it rises and
falls it opens and closes the opening in the jet, regulating the passage of fuel, so the movement of the
piston controls the amount of fuel delivered, depending on engine demand.
Con’t on next page

Con’t from previous page

The flow of air through the venturi creates a reduced static pressure in the venturi. This pressure drop is communicated to the upper side of the piston via an air passage. The underside of the piston is open to atmospheric pressure. The difference in pressure between the two sides of the piston lifts
the piston. Opposing this are the weight of the piston and the force of a spring that is compressed by
the piston rising. Because the spring is operating over a very small part of its possible range of extension, its force is approximately constant. Under steady state conditions the upwards and downwards
forces on the piston are equal and opposite, and the piston does not move. If the airflow into the engine
is increased - by opening the throttle plate "butterfly" or by allowing the engine revs to rise with the
throttle plate at a constant setting - the pressure drop in the venturi increases, the pressure above the
piston falls, and the piston is pushed upwards, increasing the size of the venturi, until the pressure drop
in the venturi returns to its nominal level. Similarly, if the airflow into the engine is reduced, the piston
will fall.
Since the position of the piston controls the position of the needle in the jet and thus the open
area of the jet, while the depression in the venturi sucking fuel out of the jet remains constant, the rate
of fuel delivery is always a definite function of the rate of air delivery. The precise nature of the function
is determined by the profile of the needle. The well-controlled conditions under which the jet is operating also make it possible to obtain good and consistent atomization of the fuel under all operating conditions.
To prevent erratic and sudden movements of the piston it is damped by light oil (20W Grade) in
a dashpot, which requires periodic replenishment. The damping is asymmetrical: it heavily resists upwards movement of the piston. This serves as the equivalent of an "accelerator pump" on traditional
carburetors by temporarily increasing the speed of air through the venturi when the throttle is suddenly
opened, thus increasing the richness of the mixture.

Left and example of an HS6 damper

an example of HS6 without dashpot

SU carburetors do not have a conventional choke flap, which in a fixed-jet carburetor enriches
the mixture for starting the engine from cold by restricting the air supply upstream of the venturi. Instead, a mechanism lowers the jet assembly, which has the same effect as the needle rising in normal
operation - namely increasing the supply of fuel so that the carburetor will now deliver an enriched mixture at all engine speeds and throttle positions. The 'choke' mechanism on an SU carburetor usually
also incorporates a system for holding the throttle plate slightly open to raise the engine's idling speed
and prevent stalling at low speeds due to the rich mixture.
The beauty of the SU lies in its simplicity and lack of multiple jets and ease of adjustment. Adjustment is accomplished by altering the starting position of the jet relative to the needle on a fine nut.
Turning the nut counterclockwise drives the jet assembly up reducing gas flow and leaning out the mixture. Turning the nut clockwise pull the jet assembly down enriching gas flow.
Con’t on next page

Con’t from previous page

SU carburetors were supplied in several throat sizes in both Imperial (inch) and metric (millimeter)
measurement.
The carburetor identification is made by letter prefix which indicates the float type:
"H": introduced in 1937 in which the float bowl has an arm cast into its base, which mounts to
the bottom of the carburetor with a hollow bolt or banjo fitting. Fuel passes through the arm into
the carburetor body. The bolt attaches to the carburetor body just behind the main jet assembly.
"HD": introduced in 1954 with the float bowl mounted with its arm fastening directly below, and
concentric with, the main jet. The arm has a flange that fastens with 4 screws to the bottom of
the carburetor and sealed with a rubber diaphragm integral with the main jet.
"HS": introduced in 1958 the float bowl can be rigidly, or rubber mounted to the main body, fuel
is transferred by an external flexible pipe to the jet. The jet moves down to enrich the mixture for
cold starting, when the 'choke' linkage is pulled.
"HIF": (1972) the float bowl is horizontal and integral (hence the name) Horizontal Integral Float.
Example: 1972-1974 MGB.
"HV" (1929), "OM" and "KIF" types also exist but were less commonly employed.
The Imperial sizes include 1-1/8", 1-1/4", 1-1/2", 1-3/4", 1-7/8", and 2", although
not every type (H, HD, HS, HIF) was offered in every size.
There were also H models made in 2-1/4" and 2-1/2", now obsolete. Special
purpose-built carburetors (Norman) were made as large as 3".
To determine the throat size from the type number: If the final number (after one,
two or three letters, beginning with H) has 1 digit, multiply this number by 1/8", then
add 1". For example, if the type number is HS6, the final number is 6: 6/8 = 3/4",
add 1, total is 1-3/4", etc.
If the final number has 2 digits, it is the throat size in mm. For example, if the type
number is HIF38, the final number is 38, size is 38 mm etc.

Typical SU Carb set for an MGAs

HIF Carb set used on 1972 – 1974 MGBs

Thanks to Wikipedia for the details and thanks to the internet for the pictures.
Charlie Collins

TR Marque

by Lance Felix

Triumph Spitfire- A Brief History
Triumph had not failed to notice the success of the
Austin Healey Sprite, and wanted a small sports car
of their own to capture a share of this market. The
result was the Triumph Spitfire introduced in 1962.
It was an eye-catching two-seater sports car based
on a modified Triumph Herald chassis with most of
its mechanical components also coming from the
Herald. The renowned Italian designer Michelotti
had been instrumental in styling the Spitfires sleek
bodywork.
The first Spitfire to go on sale was powered by the
1147cc Herald engine which had received twin SU
carburettors, improved camshaft and had a higher
9:1 compression ratio than that of the Herald saloon.
It was badged as the Spitfire 4 with the Spitfire name being taken from the famous WW2 fighter plane,
and the ”4” referring to the number of cylinders. This model is now often referred to as the Mk 1.
Available options on this (and many of the later models) included an overdrive gearbox, steel hardtop
and centre lock wire wheels.
In 1965 the Mark II model was launched, and its engine now produced 67bhp due to a revised camshaft
and four branch exhaust manifold. A diaphragm spring clutch was now also fitted. Exterior modifications
on the Mk II included a redesigned front grill and emblems on the rear wings, whilst the interior benefited
from improved seats, and carpets replaced the earlier models rubber matting.
Further improvements were to come with the Mk III which arrived in 1967, the most obvious being
styling changes which included a new design of raised front bumper to comply with USA regulations.
The engine had been replaced with a 1296cc unit producing 75bhp, and the brakes updated accordingly
to cope with the extra performance by enlargement of the front callipers. The interior of the Mk III was
complimented by a wood veneer dashboard and better seats. The folding soft-top was also improved
and became permanently attached and no longer had to be stored in the boot when not in use.
In 1970 Michelotti was brought in to redesign the Spitfire, bringing the looks more in line with other
Triumphs in the range which he had recently restyled – or recently designed - such as the Triumph Stag
which was launched in June of the same year. New rear light clusters, flared wheelarches and thinner
bumpers with plastic underriders were among the styling changes. The whole of the interior was completely restyled and was this restyled car was then launched as the Mk IV.
The MkIV used the 1296cc engine from the Mk III, although improvements to bearing size and con rods
were made. Contrary to popular rumour, the engine was in no way detuned for the Mk IV on its introduction. Yes, the Mk IV was not as fast as the Mk III, but this was due to higher gearing and weight
increase more than anything else. Although the Mk IV was quoted as producing only 63 bhp as opposed
to 75bhp for the Mk III, it was just that the output was now measured using the German DIN system.
However In 1972 the engine was detuned to comply with United States emission regulations. Other
mechanical changes to the Mk IV Spitfire were an all synchromesh gearbox and much improved rear
suspension. The Mk IV Spitfire was finally replaced with what was to be the last incarnation of the
Spitfire - the Spitfire 1500 - in 1974, which continued in production with effectively only minor changes
until 1980.
( http://www.gbclassiccars.co.uk/triumph_spitfire.html [4/14/2011 9:58:46 AM )

Swap Meet 2022

Cars and Coffee
June 4…...Benton 8 am to 11 am (1st Sat every month)
15228 I-30 Blue Haven Restaurant and Bar, Benton, AR 72019
June 4…...Conway 8am to 11am (1st Sat every month)
1201 Exchange Ave, Conway, AR 72032
June 11…..Cabot 9 am to 11:30 am (2nd Sat every month)
200 S. Rockwood, Cabot, AR 72023
June 18…. Little Rock 8 am to 10 am (3rd Sat every month)
14908 Cantrell Rd Little Rock, AR 72223
June 25…..Maumelle 8am to 10am (4th Sat every month)
115 Audubon Dr. Maumelle, AR 72113

June 25…..Hot Springs 8:30 am to 12pm (last Sat every month)
1343 Albert Pike Rd. Hot Springs, AR 71913

Abbey Road Car Show
After 2 years of being cancelled due to Covid,
we are pleased to announce that
Beatles at the Ridge will be held this year on Sep 17 in Walnut Ridge.
I will be sending out more information later,
but wanted to let you know so you can put it on your calendars.
This year, we will be moving the car show
from Abbey Road to across Main Street on NW 3rd Street.
This will give us double the space
and also put you on the same side of Main Street
as the Main Music Stage.
In fact all food, music, and vendors will be on that side of Main Street this year.
Please make plans to attend, I hope to see you then.
Jon Walter Mobile: 870.759.2793

BeatlesAtTheRidge.com

2022 Calendar of BMCA and Regional Event
June 18…….Petit Jean Car Show (see flyer on previous page)
July 4…….....4th of July Party (see below)
July 5……….BMCA meeting
July 17……...MG Rally (see info below)
Aug 2……….BMCA meeting
Aug……….....AH/Mini Event
Sept 6…….....BMCA meeting
Sept 24……...Brits in the Ozarks Show (http://www.britishironnwa.org/show2022.html)

4th of July Party
July 4th is getting close and it is time for another party at the Ross’s
3809 McDaniel Circle, Little Rock
For you old timers, you know the drill.
For you new members that haven’t yet experienced this major fireworks event,
here are the instructions:
Bring some fireworks if you want.
We are in Saline County and there are no restrictions on fireworks.
We will be grilling the meat. Please bring a side dish or desert.
We have a swimming pool if you want to cool off.
You are welcome to come anytime after 3 pm. We will eat around 6
Fireworks will start as soon as it gets dark enough to see them,
unless somebody gets anxious and can’t wait.

It is…. BYOB, BYOC, BYOF
(bring your own booze, bring your own chairs, and bring your own fireworks)
RSVP 501-888-3396, leave message or see us at an car run

July 17th MG Rally is going to be a short drive ending up at LCYC (McLeod’s clubhouse)
for ice cream.
Meeting Place, time to meet and route is yet to be determined.
All info will be in July newsletter

BMCA
Newsletter Editor
723 Kirby Rd.
Little Rock, AR. 72211

